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OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and advance the understanding, 

passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities for education, skill development, picture 

taking, competition, critique and fellowship.  

 

Photography Quote: “What use is having a great depth of field, if there is not an adequate depth of 

feeling?” — W. Eugene Smith 

 

Darkroom Door 

Quarterly newsletter of the Cleveland 

Photographic Society 

www.clevelandphoto.org 

 

9543 Broadview Road 

Broadview Heights, OH 44147 

 

Correspondence address: 

P.O. Box 470303 

Broadview Heights, OH 44147 

 

CPS is a founding member of the 

Photographic Society of America - PSA. 

www.psa-photo.org 

 

 

 

All Rights Reserved. All photographs herein are 

protected by copyright law and may not be 

reproduced without the express written consent of 

the photographers. 

 

Editor: Isabel “Bel” Martins 

mariaisabel150@hotmail.com   

 

CPS Officers: 

President: Rob Erick  

Vice-President: Rick Wetterau 

Treasurer: Brenda Gemeiner  

Secretary: Debby Barath 

Past President: Ron Wilson 

Board Members: Isabel Martins, Diane Fun k, 

Peggy Miklus, Cheri Homaee, John Earl 

Brown, Nancy Balluck, Barb Pennington, Bill 

Rittman, Elisha Cerino, Kris Bosworth , Cheryl 

Donovan, and Kolman Rosenberg.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 

September 2008 

 

Summer may have flown by, but CPS did its best to keep pace and offer a wide 

variety of events for members and friends to experience. Elsewhere in this issue, 

you’ll read about some of the many field trips and other functions that helped to 

make the summer memorable, but a few things stood out that deserve special 

attention: 

 

 Something which might seem mundane on the surface but which serves as a microcosm of 

the growth and success of the Club was the arrival of 80 new chairs for the clubroom. In 

addition to providing some much needed relief over their well-worn and thinly-padded 

predecessors, they fill a growing need as members and visitors alike pack the room for Friday 

meetings. Thanks to the Board for their approval and to Bert Klein for managing the selection 

and ordering process! 

 

 Competitions returned after a brief summer hiatus – and boy did they return! The first People 

competition brought almost 90 people and 113 images, only to be outdone by the first 

Pictorial event, with over 90 in attendance and an unprecedented 144 images. Success breeds 

necessary change, however, and the number of entries allowed per competition has now been 

lowered to two per entrant in order to allow the emphasis of the evening to remain on the 

judges’ comments (and to get everyone home before dawn!). 

 

 The first CPS auction in many years was held in late August. While attendance could have 

been better, approximately $4,500 of photographic merchandise was sold, with a small 

commission retained by the club. Many people put a lot of themselves into this event and 

their efforts were much-appreciated. The success leads me to hope that this long-standing 

CPS tradition will now again be held regularly from now on. 

 

 But the real success story of this Club year has been the record-breaking enrollments in the 

School of Photography. As of this writing, a total of 196 students have enrolled in 

Fundamentals of Good Photography, Introduction to Digital Editing or Basic Digital 

Photography since January of this year. Many of these students have become full CPS 

members and have been active in Club functions and activities, and bringing new ideas and 

fresh perspective – the life’s blood of any successful organization. 

 

And we’re not done yet. It’s too early to celebrate, but we are in the midst of planning and negotiation 

to expand our facilities to allow us to retain our existing Clubroom location while meeting the 

demands of larger crowds – and provide some sorely–needed amenities. Hopefully the next issue of 

this newsletter will provide all the details, and perhaps even some photos of the new space! 

 

The Club’s website remains your single best and most up-to-date source of information on all things 

CPS. Please keep www.clevelandphoto.org in your list of web favorites and visit often. You never 

know what you might miss if you don’t. Hope everyone had a wonderful summer – and we hope to 

see YOU frequently this fall! 

 

 

Rob Erick 

CPS President 
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CPS UPCOMING AND PAST EVENTS  

 

ON THE SCHEDULE  

Complete info on events, school and activities can be obtained at the CPS website: 

www.clevelandphoto.org  

Save the Date 

May 9, 2009, End-of-Year Competition and Annual Banquet 

Double Tree Hotel, in Independence 

CPS gala night and always a fun-filled event. There is no excuse not to be there. 

Digital Photography for Kids – October 4, 11 and 18 (in cooperation with Broadview Heights 

Recreation Department). 

Environmental Portraiture Workshop – October 7, 11 and 21, three sessions covering this 

subject. Sign-up required.  

Digital Photography Presentation – October 10, with Jerry Jividen.  

 

PAST EVENTS 

Humor, of the People's Choice Series 

by Maria Kaiser 

 

It was a great success! This time, members surprised us by presenting some very funny images. Some 

talked about their images, which is always either entertaining or poignant and a few had few words. 

One had no words at all but his photograph, touched up a tad, spoke volumes.  

 

A complete listing of topics and explanations for Peoples Choice events for the upcoming Club year 

has been sent to all members, but save the following dates and start thinking creatively: 

 

November 21, 2008 – Architecture 

February 5, 2009 - Subjects in Motion 

March 20, 2009 - Famous Photographers 

May 8, 2009 - Blue, Blew, Bleu... 

 

Photographic Equipment Auction  

 

CPS Auction a Success! 

 

On Sunday, August 24, a CPS tradition returned. For many years, the annual auction was a much-

anticipated event – offering an opportunity for fellowship and fun as well as the chance for members 

to sell off equipment and accessories they no longer needed – and perhaps pick up a bargain or two 

along the way as well! 
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This year, the gracious gift of the equipment, extensive library and other items from the Estate of 

Charlie Casseau, several pieces from Charlie Cervenak’s Estate and some almost new equipment 

from CPS Member Jim Fahey as he consolidates his household all provided a substantial impetus to 

revive this long-standing CPS event.  

 

At the end of the day, approximately $4,500 worth of equipment, accessories and 'miscellaneous' had 

been sold – and a lot of people went home happy with the bargains they received! 

 

If you weren't there, you missed out on obtaining a $1600 Nikon lens for $800, a virtually brand new 

Nikon DSLR with lens and all accessories for $400 or a brand new Bogen tripod and pistol grip head 

for $175. You also missed out on $5 circular polarizers, a library of photo books for $2 or $3 apiece 

and lots of free stuff! 

 

We're still working on a final tally of income for the Club, but the event will support our efforts to 

expand the club facilities and help create a nicer environment for future meetings, school sessions and 

other functions. 

 

Sincere thanks go out to Ron Wilson, our able auctioneer, Brenda Gemeiner and Sonya Yost for 

tagging and keeping track of item sales, Bert Klein, Jeff Wessel and Jill Stanphill for hours of work in 

gathering and cataloging the larger collections of items, Barb Pennington (she of the hot-dog hat) and 

Ken Dunn for keeping everyone fed – and all the others too numerous to mention who helped to 

prepare for the auction, work during it and clean-up afterward. The event required many hands, and – 

as usual – many hands were offered.  

 

THANK YOU to all who helped! 

 

Lake View Cemetery Clinic  

On September 6, CPS conducted a free photo clinic for the general public at this Cleveland cemetery 

famous for the Garfield Memorial, landscaping, sculptures and mausoleums. Despite threatening 

weather, the event attracted serious interest from several photographers and directly led to at least 

three additional students for the fall photo school programs. Plans are underway to provide a similar 

event, perhaps next spring. 

 

 

 

Untitled, by Ron Waldrop 
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CPS INFO  

 

 YOU TUBE - Check out this website on CPS and its member’s slide shows 

www.youtube.com/user/ClevePhotographic  

 

 CPS FLICKR Group Monthly Challenge – In an effort to keep everyone's creative juices 

flowing, a monthly photography challenge has been started. In June, the first of these exciting 

challenges was announced. Every month there is something new. Stay tuned. 

www.flickr.com/groups/cps/ 

 

 COMPETITION RULES- REVISION – For the rest of this CPS year, the Competition 

Committee has voted to reduce the total number of entries that may be entered in any competition 

to two (2). That includes Creative, Nature, People, Pictorial and Projection. The two images can 

be any combination; color, black and white, slide (projection), nature, strict nature, through the 

lens, through processing, etc. (Note that Projection competition still allows up to two 35mm 

slides in addition to the two digital images) 

 

CPS members have great enthusiasm for competitions. We also now brag about a membership of 

more than 200! Since we are dedicated to using competitions not only to show our work and hope 

for winners but also to learn more from one another's work though display and judges 

constructive comments, we want to make sure there is enough time. Many would also like to get 

home before midnight.  

 

The Competition Committee will revisit this rule at the end of this CPS year and will be 

interested before that, in hearing member's reactions to this reduction in numbers. 

 

Any questions, please ask Maria Kaiser mlovittk@aol.com (Competition Chair). 

 

 CPS COMPETITION RESULTS are posted on CPS website: www.clevelandphoto.org  
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ON THE SCHEDULE - For schedule, details, and updates on events and fieldtrips go to 

www.clevelandphoto.org. 

INFORMAL FIELDTRIPS 

CPS has started these get-togethers that are basically no-rules fieldtrips. They are just members 

getting together for the enjoyment of taking pictures on a date and place where something is going on. 

For instance, on June 14, members met at Parade the Circle, on August 3, they headed to Brecksville 

Kiwanis Horse Show and on August 30 at the Veterans Memorial Bridge for a tour of the lower level 

trolley tracks. 

PAST FIELDTRIPS – from May 20

 

through September 6 

Cleveland Cultural Gardens  

Coordinated by Bill Rittman 

Photo by Thomas Legeza 

On Sunday June 8, nineteen members of CPS toured The 

Cleveland Cultural Gardens, using Lolly the Trolley to 

transport us to the various gardens in Rockefeller Park for our 

photo fieldtrip. The weather was warm, the sky bright but a 

moderate breeze made the day pleasant. 
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The Cleveland Cultural Garden Federation provided a guide, Paula Tilisky, a docent, which made the 

trip educational, telling us of the history as well as pointing out the best places to take photographs. 

We first made a drive through the entire garden area and then on the second pass we stopped at 

various points to wander through specific cultural gardens to get our images. Each garden is unique in 

its design, many having statues or busts of their important historical people and showing their 

national flags. 

 

Our photo opportunities also included stops at the four 19th Century bridges designed by Cleveland 

architect Charles Schweinfurth over Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  

 

After a four-hour photo journey, several of the members gathered to have lunch at Frank Sterle’s 

Slovenian Country House. 

 

The trip has afforded us an opportunity to build a relationship with the Cleveland Cultural Garden 

Federation. They have asked us to provide them with four images for their August publication as well 

as to work with them in supplying images for their next year’s calendar. 

 

 

 

Playhouse Square Theaters 

On June 15 and August 10, a lucky group of CPS members and friends headed 

to photograph the theaters of Playhouse Square in downtown Cleveland. Here, 

Robert Angeles provides a backstage view, while another image appears on 

the cover of this issue. 

 

 

Train Station and Greenhouse  

Poem and photo by Diane Funk 

At the Station Stop!                                                                    

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to work we go... Oh No. 

No work, that is, but sing along, enjoy another 

CPS Sunday field trip. Learning is fun! 

 

Sunday June 29 would it rain? Some thought 

So and went to the Cleveland Greenhouse. 

Some went to the Brecksville Station in the 

Cuyahoga National Park and the sun came through. 

 

We found a variety of subjects to photograph as: 

Architecture as the station; engineering as the steel 

And concrete bridges; nature: fields, forests, 

Flowers, water; people: bikers, fishermen, 

Hikers; the train: stopped and moving. 

 

CPS offers the 1) reason to get to new locations, 

And 2) the comradeship, and 3) helpful consultations 

From other members is available, opening our visions 

To new ways of seeing. 

 

So if you feel like breaking into song, please do. 

You may find others who will join in. Enjoy! 
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Veterans’ Memorial Bridge  

Here are some of the results from this fieldtrip on August 30, in a variety of views. 

                         

              Untitled, by Bob Boyle                “Memorial Bridge” by Beth Babits     “Memorial Bridge” by Linda Nellis 

       

ABOUT MEMBERS   

 

Members’ Achievements 

Congratulations from all of us at CPS to all for their achievements. 

 

 Cheri Homaee was chosen as a finalist in the 28th annual “Photographer's Forum Magazine” 

Spring Photography Contest! 

 

 Jerry Jelinek's “Dewy Spider Web” captured First Place Black & White and BEST IN SHOW in 

the 2008 Cuyahoga Valley Photographic Society's annual photo contest! 

 

 Other CPS winners included Barb Pennington's “Walk and Roll” – Honorable Mention in the 

People and Activities in the Park category, and Ryn Clarke's “Dewey Feather,” which won 

Honorable Mention in the Plants and Flowers group.  

 

 Barb Pennington also won the Outdoor Museum category in the Ohio Cemetery Alliance photo 

contest with her image “Flag Remembered.” 

 

 Charles Burkett, Jr. had a photography exhibit along with other artists as part of the 

Neighborhoods of Shaker Square Home Tour on September 27 at former American Crafts 

Gallery Building, in Cleveland.  

 

Member’s Profile 

CPS’ ONLY FATHER-DAUGHTER COMBO 

 

By Marcia Polevoi 

 

Don and daughter Lynn Keller is the only father-daughter 

member combo in CPS. Don joined CPS about 2 years ago; 

Lynn joined a year ago. Don enjoys the various programs and 

finds the club to be serious but also light-hearted. Both have 

found the Club to be fun, with the bonus of meeting many 

talented people. 


