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These past three months have been
amazing! We had a changing of the
guard, led by Mark Coletta, our new
president. We thanked Rob Erick for two
extremely devoted years as president. In
addition, we thanked a number of Board
members who finished their terms and
welcomed several new folks willing to
take on those responsibilities. (See
sidebar for current list of Officers and
Board members.)
Then there was the amount and variety
of field trips, programs, extra nights of
“how to’s,” etc., that took place which
was almost overwhelming. It’s a tough
job to cover all these activities in the DD
and some will be missed. I used most of
the articles that were sent in, but there
are still some activities that didn’t get
written up. It’s great to see all the energy
that has gone into the planning and
carrying out, quite successfully, of all
these activities. Seems that it is the
lifeblood of CPS. So many people have
come forth with ideas for the programs,
field trips and more, and then continue
to put them together for the rest of the
club to enjoy. I know that these all
contribute to the growth of our club.
When a non-member looks at our website, they just have to say, “WOW, look
at all that’s going on!”
The recent renovations to the clubroom
have added much to the social aspect of
our group. We have a place to hang out
now, if we wish, without interfering with
the goings-on in the main room. The

Gathering Room area is now so inviting
and far easier to work in. In addition, the
Wall of Award Winners can be seen
much better. See the story about all the
renovations on page 24.
On another note, I recently attended one
of our competition nights. It made me
remember some words I heard lately—
“We need to step back and re-arrange
the furniture in our minds.” However,
there seemed to be a lack of that here by
those entering to stretch their minds.
I have touched on this before, but will
continue to urge everyone to go beyond
the usual. Far too many photos did not
show enough creativity or imagination in
either the subject, placement or angles
shot. They just didn’t have that extra zip
that a good shot needs. People need to
step back and think, “How else could I
have shot this photo?” We have many
newcomers to these competitions, which
is great because they can learn much
from competitions. They are excellent
teaching tools for all who compete.
Again, we all should not be afraid to
experiment... let go, jump in... it’s digital!
You don’t have to worry about how many
shots you take and you don’t have to use
every one. Break the rules now and
then. Don’t be intimidated to try something different than you usually do.
Remember that “WOW” factor.

Marcia Polevoi

President’s Message

As we start another year in CPS history, I would
like to introduce myself and share a bit about my
background and the focus for my term of office. I
have been member of the Club for almost two
years now, and feel as though I just joined
yesterday.
My photographic background is embedded in my
military background. I learned photography for an
assignment in Berlin, West Germany, in the late
60s while the Berlin Wall was still in place. It was
taught and photographed mostly in black-andwhite and infrared photography, with lots of longrange lens and nighttime photography.
Then as a helicopter pilot in Viet Nam, I took a lot
of 35mm aerial photography, mostly of helicopters
and landscapes, but nothing of consequence.
After that, I became a frustrated amateur vacation
photographer. I decided with retirement came my
chance to learn more and get back into an
interest that I really missed.
I found the Club on the web while searching for
classes taught locally. So, my wife, Mary Kay, and
I decided to go to an Open House. We were very
impressed with the warm reception we received
as well the compelling mixture of artistic and
computer savvy within the membership. We took
both classes and learned. We went on field trips
and learned more. We asked questions and got
answers. We asked for help and got it. We had

found a place where the people, the craft and the
quest for knowledge all came together.
As my association with CPS grew in the past
year, I decided that it was the right time in my life
to give back. I “put my hat in the ring” as a
candidate for president and was chosen by the
Board and members to serve.
My main goal during my term is to get as many
members involved as I possibly can. It does not
have to be a big, time-consuming involvement.
Whatever time you can spare will be so appreciated that it will be hard to ever thank you
enough.
It is clear that the club is entering a new era with
the fast growth in membership and the expansion
of our facilities. This has made it all too clear that
we need more assistance in every area to ensure
that you, the membership, are satisfied, that YOU
are getting the kind of events, environment and
camaraderie you are looking for in CPS.
To this end, I would ask you to review your
calendars and see if you, too, could make a little
time and volunteer to help in making CPS one of
the best camera clubs in America.

Mark Coletta

“Photographic technique is no secret and – provided the interest is there –
easily assimilated. But inspiration comes from the soul and when the Muse isn’t
around even the best exposure meter is very little help. In their biographies,
artists like Michelangelo, da Vinci and Bach said that their most valuable
technique was their ability to inspire themselves. This is true of all artists; the
moment there is something to say, there becomes a way to say it.”
Ralph Gibson
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CPS Community Service
Community Service Update
Jim Frazer
The CPS Community Service crew continues to
be busy. Here is a summary of current projects:






Famicos Foundation: These events have
been held since early May: Tree Planting on
East 105th St, Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at
Wade Chateau, Parade The Circle and their
Annual Meeting and Dinner. Upcoming events
include the Glenville 5K Run/Walk in August
and their Annual “FunRaiser,” held in October.
American Diabetes Association: Three CPS
members have volunteered for photo work.
The first event was held on June 14 and
additional events will be held in the fall.
Pilgrim Congregational Church 150th
Birthday: Two events were covered in July.
Another event will be held in September and





the last three will be held in November.
The Upside of Downs of Greater Cleveland:
Community Service folks will take photographs for The 2009 Buddy Walk, which is
being held on Saturday, August 29th at
Progressive Field to raise awareness and
funds for the Greater Cleveland Upside of
Downs organization.
The Cuyahoga County Board of Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities:
We currently have a project with CCBMRDD
that is awaiting management approval.

If you’d like to participate in the CPS Community
Service Program, please contact Jim Frazer by
email at jtfrazer@roadrunner.com

Tour De Cure, American Diabetes
Foundation
Dan Kozminski
On Sunday, June 14th, Bill Trent and I worked as
photographers for the American Diabetes
Foundation’s Tour De Cure. This biking event
started at 6:30 a.m. and continued until
approximately three o’clock in the afternoon. It
was held at Blossom Music Center, but the biking
routes, up to 100 kilometers, traversed the
surrounding area.

We both photographed the opening of the event.
Then I took off to capture photos of the riders at
various locations along the routes. Bill remained
to capture the activity at Blossom and to take
team photographs. I provided the Foundation with
over 600 images and Bill also provided his photos
to them.

Bill Trent
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Field Trips
My Ohio City Adventure
Ron Skinner
Before I tell you about my experience on the Ohio
City field trip, let me tell you about myself. My name
is Ron Skinner (RonNikon on Flickr site) and I'm a
new/old member of CPS. By that, I mean I was a
member about four years ago but was never able to
make meetings, so I gradually faded away. Then
earlier this year, member Jan Deblaay told me
about a field trip CPS had set up at the old
Chippewa Lake Park, which I went on. I then
checked the website and saw that there were a lot
more field trips now than when I was last a
member. I decided to re-up and I'm glad I did! I'm
looking forward to lots more field trips.

fisheye lenses. I shot from up close to keep the
parked cars out of the frame. Then to get a
different perspective of the church, I moved a
couple hundred yards away and used some
longer lenses.

For the Ohio City field trip on May 31, we met at
11:00 a.m., at the West Side Market parking lot.
Rob Erick greeted us, made a few wisecracks (if
you know Rob, you know what I mean). He passed
out maps and led us on a walking tour of the area.

All in all, I had a great time on the Ohio City field
trip and I only scratched the surface of what you
can photograph there. I'd really like to go back
and explore the neighborhood again sometime.

I'm not sure how many people attended but we
were a pretty big group. As the tour went on, the
group got smaller and smaller but it wasn't a
reflection of the job Rob was doing as a tour guide.
There were just too many interesting things to
photograph and people started lagging behind,
going off on their own to photograph the
architecture in the neighborhood. I had my trusty
GPS strapped to my belt because I like to geotag
my photos and, in case I got lost, I could still find
my way back to the car. After winding our way
around the streets, Rob turned us loose to explore
the area on our own, but that wasn't the last we'd
see of Rob. He drove around Ohio City providing
refreshments to the members.

Other things I enjoyed photographing were the
Carnegie Library, the colorful old houses in the
neighborhood, people working on their homes and
the wonderful reflections in restaurant windows.
As I wandered up and down the streets, I even
stumbled upon the home of John Heisman, for
whom the Heisman Trophy is named.

Ron Skinner

I've lived in Cleveland my whole life, but this was
the first time I ever explored Ohio City. I was
amazed at all there was to photograph. My first
stop was St. Patrick Church, which was built in the
1870s. Since this was Sunday, there were services
going on, making it hard to shoot the church without
showing all the cars parked on the street. I love
using wide-angle lenses, so for a lot of my shots of
the church, I used my 12-24mm and my 10.5
Ron Skinner
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Cleveland Terminal Tower
Elisha Cerino
On Saturday, April 18th, about 30 CPS members
gathered at the Terminal Tower, on a day that
was absolutely perfect. We split into two groups
and went to the floor just below the observation
deck. We popped open windows to shoot the
skyline and the next thing I knew, I was handed a
hardhat.

Then we went to the English Oak Room where
there were preparations going on for an event
that evening. This room was closed in 1975 and
restored in the late 1980s. Today, it is rented for
weddings, etc. Following that, Pam Wetterau
took us to her offices at Axentis to see the CPS
photos on exhibit there.

About five of us at a time went up a flight of steps
to go out on the observation deck. This was an
unexpected treat, especially with the beautiful
weather we had. For years, the observation had
limited access and since 9/11 has remained
closed.

I had a wonderful time on this field trip. A big
thanks to Melissa Thies for arranging the tour.

Also unexpected was that the Cavs were playing
in town and the Goodyear advertising blimp was
flying right over us. On the way up, we passed a
spiral staircase that leads up nine more flights to
access the flagpole. Rob Erick and Dave
Saunders couldn’t resist in climbing these stairs.
They took photos of each other for evidence.
We then toured the Greenbriar Suite, the private
apartment of the Van Sweringen brothers, who
built this building, first known as the Cleveland
Union Terminal. The apartment occupied the
12th–14th floors. Bill Rittman was very impressed
with the lovely hand-painted wallpaper he discovered in one of the rooms. Several of us got a
shot of a peregrine falcon that nests outside a
window.

Cleveland from Observation
Deck, Terminal Tower

Elisha Cerino

The 10th floor is where the old Silver Grille was
located. It was an elegant restaurant in the
Higbee Company and decorated in Art Deco style.
It closed in l989 and was vacant for over a
decade. It underwent a careful restoration and is
now used for special events.
I was flooded with memories of my childhood of
having lunch at the Silver Grille. There was a
special lunch for children served in a little cardboard stove. It had two little pots on the burners—
one had mashed potatoes and the other had peas
and carrots in it. When you opened the little oven
door, you would find a child-sized meatloaf in a
small pan. I was excited to see that little stove in a
display case beside the elevators and snapped a
picture of it.
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Goodyear Blimp over
Terminal Tower

Jim Frazer

Chippewa Lake Park
Sonya L. Yost
“Chippewa Lake Park, remember that?” This was
a question I heard asked at a recent CPS meeting
and I saw the excitement in their faces as they
showed photos from their LCD panels. Not being
from Ohio, I had never heard of the place. When
the club offered a field trip to Chippewa Lake, I
immediately went to the Internet to do some
research to see why it evoked such strong
feelings in everyone. The websites spoke of a
place that was built for families, but fell victim to
progress, time and growth. Here is a little history
of the place that held so many memories for so
many people.

on a road that went from pavement to dirt ending in
an area dense with overgrowth. The map indicated
that we should be at the gates. However, we had
to backtrack to the main road where I saw what
was left of a sign announcing the entrance to the
park.
After signing in, we saw an older VW bug parked at
the top of a hill, SECURITY stenciled on its side. I
wondered what all the interest in an abandoned
park was about. From where I stood, it looked like
a construction site. I worried that the park had
already been demolished and that the field trip was
a mistake.

“In 1875, a picnic ground and beach area was
opened next to Chippewa Lake, called Andrews’s
Pleasure Grounds. It ran successfully for several
years. A steamboat and rollercoaster were added,
making it an amusement park and that drew
crowds. Because of open liquor laws, the park
began to deteriorate until 1898 when it was sold
and the new owner banned all liquor sales on the
grounds. After that, Chippewa Lake saw its boom
years, especially during the “Roaring Twenties.”
The Park added a modern steel coaster and a
wooden coaster, then a Ferris Wheel, a carousel
and a ballroom with live bands every night of the
week. Once again, it became a family place.
In 1969, the park was sold, but due to competition
from nearby parks, Chippewa Lake faced its final
demise. In l978, with virtually little notice, the
owners locked the gates, leaving the land and
many of rides standing alone for over 30 years.”
Many members on the trip spoke of how much fun
they had had there with their family and friends in
their younger days. How they had ridden the
Paddleboat, the Rollercoasters and the Ferris
Wheel before its final closure. However, we found
that through the years, Mother Nature had
reclaimed the area, hiding many of the memories
among trees that had rooted and grown up
between the tracks of the rides. Pushed up
asphalt, pulled down snack stands, the neglect
and overgrowth had, in its own way, preserved
some of the memories from the past.
Our day started out with the possibility of rain, but
as we neared Medina, the sun came out presenting us with a beautiful day. The Le Hoty
family had a map, which we followed turn by turn
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Chippewa Lake Park
Tree in Ferris Wheel

Sonya L. Yost

But I was wrong, for what I didn’t see, until
reaching the top of the hill, were the hidden
rails of The Coaster, snaking up and around
in the trees to the side. Over the hill, the
Ferris Wheel loomed sadly with a tree straight
up through its metal heart. The Tumble Bug,
with its cars still on the track, sat forlornly,
looking pitiful in the razed bushes and trees.
We roamed freely in the park, going through it
inch by inch like prospectors looking for
hidden treasures.
Farther up the hill, there once stood a grand
ballroom, where bands played, people
danced and had a good time. One of our
group was in a band, “The Hound of the
Baskervilles,” which had played there. He
spoke of its beauty, majesty and great
acoustics. Sadly, it was burned down in 2002
by a teenaged-girl suspect who claimed she
was bored.
The Paddleboat was anchored on dry land,
far from the water, but floating in a lake of

Sad Snack Shop
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strawberries and tulips that sprouted up around
the bottom of the hull.
The security team was accommodating and
willing to share the history and their knowledge
of the park. Some led groups around the
grounds on a tour, while another guard
answered many questions fired at him.
There were fifty or sixty of us, members and
guests, and it was amazing to see the
enthusiasm and excitement each person
showed on the trip. We prowled around the hill,
snapping away, hoping to catch that tiny spark
that enthralled so many so long ago.
However, this gloomy tale of decay is not all
lost. It is reported that the Ferris Wheel and
Tumble Bug may be moved across the lake to a
new county fair grounds. Chippewa Lake Park
may no longer be the family amusement park of
the early century, but through restoration and
pictures of these two rides, more memories may
someday be made.

Sonya L. Yost

Plain Dealer Field Trip
Kolman Rosenberg
Arranged and led by Jim Frazer, a group of CPS
members took a “non-photographic” field trip to
the headquarters of Cleveland’s daily newspaper,
The Plain Dealer, Wednesday, June 24th. The
group was met by Reader Representative, Ted
Diadiun, who took us on a short tour of the
building and told us about the history of the
building and the paper itself. Diadiun explained
that with recent buyouts and layoffs the PD was in
the process of consolidating several floors of
offices and cubicles onto a single floor with hopes
of renting out the unoccupied floors of the
building.
Next, the group was led to a conference room
where we sat in on one of two daily news
meetings. This meeting, attended by all of the
section editors, provided a means of communicating with each other about what stories and
photos would be leading each section of the next
day’s PD. These go to press at midnight. We
were also told that breaking-news events could
still change what was planned right up to 11:45
p.m., and later if need be.
At the end of the meeting, CPS members were
able to ask questions of the editors. These ranged
from photo-related questions to the future of
newspapers and even about the PD’s opinion
columns and columnists.

After the news meeting, Photo Editor Bill
Gugliotta took us to the photography department. Gugliotta talked to us and answered
questions on topics such as how photographers
are assigned, equipment used, the shooting of
video for Cleveland.com, what is and isn’t
allowed in digital editing for photojournalistic
images and how those images differ from
feature photography used in the paper. We were
then led into the PD photo studio where feature
photos and portraits are shot.
More questions were asked about subjects such
as shooting as a stringer for the PD, which they
don’t use, but will consider strong photojournalistic images if needed, how photojournalists are treated by law enforcement in the
Cleveland area and the competition with TV
crews. Then, we met PD photojournalist Tom
Ondrey. He spoke of his preference for shooting
outside the studio and of the difficult task of
shooting emotional events. These include fires,
shootings, funerals and situations where the
emotions of victims and families have to be
considered and how this affects the
photojournalist’s emotions as well.
I think the entire group felt very privileged to be
able to get a glimpse of the internal workings of
one of the nation’s best daily newspapers.
Thanks to Jim and his wife, Margie, for arranging
this enlightening fieldtrip!

Twilight Model Shoot
Mike Sarnowski
It was a hot, humid night in downtown Cleveland
on June 22, 2009. However, that didn’t stop
approximately 35 CPS photographers from
converging on George Voinovich Park lugging
tripods, reflectors and flash units. It was a great
night for a photo shoot.
There were four women and two male models
and their experience ranged from being their first
shoot to modeling for a few years. At first,
everybody was divided into groups of four photographers to one model. But, if you know our
group, you know that didn’t last long. Soon
models were posing and photographers lost any
pretense of staying with one model.
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When somebody asked me how I was enjoying
the shoot, the answer surprised me. I had been at
a Blackwatch model shoot; I enjoyed it, but I didn't
love it. I had gone that night strictly as a learning
experience. But shooting outside, under the
evening sky taking pictures of … semiprofessional models … it really changed my mind
about this style of photography. It was liberating
to not be confined within the walls of a photo
studio. And challenging—this one evening
provided varied shooting conditions: bright sun,
reflected light, sunset as a background, and
darkness. We ended with group shots at the base
of 9th Street, and female models playing with
sparklers in the skateboard park. What an event
to spark creativity.

WRHS Car Restoration Facility Field
Trip
Dorothy P. Jackson
On some of the shoots we go on, there are always
certain things we encounter that intrigue us more so
than others. On each trip, there are always some
things that stand out in our minds, but the trip to the
WRHS Car Restoration Museum held more
sentimental memories and heartfelt longings and
emotions than most. It took many of us back not only
to a time and era that we were familiar with, but also
to a time we often long for again.
As we stepped through the museum door, treasures
from the past met our gaze as we ooooed and
aaahhhed at each encounter. There was an atmosphere of reverence, respect and awe as we were
surrounded with classic-looking vehicles that haunted
our memories of “Remember When?” You could see
the glimmer in the eyes of little boys and girls in
grown up bodies as their minds went back to times
held close to the heart long past but not forgotten.

and styling. Today it is difficult to determine the
make and model of most autos because they all
seem to have the same design. Now, you have to
be close enough to see the emblem to know
which company made that boxy motoring device.
We learned that even 50–60 years ago there
were cars getting 60 miles to the gallon! Since we
now live in the age of modern technology, the
mind entertains the thought “if it was possible
then why not now?”
If you missed this shoot, you surely missed a trip
down memory lane. Some of us owned vehicles
like the ones we saw or we remember our
mothers/fathers, grandparents, friends or
neighbors who owned one. It was an excellent
field trip that anyone would enjoy. I know I did!

Those feelings of awe and reverence were not just
associated with one particular vehicle but with all that
we saw. Our gracious guide was knowledgeable
about each and every one and did a superb job of
giving us the history, facts and past ownership of the
cars. He was anxious to convey the innermost
feelings he had for these treasures from the past.
Every one of the vehicles was stylish, classy and
distinctive looking. In days gone by, when you saw a
car coming down the road you knew exactly what it
was and who manufactured it because of its beauty

1930s Cadillac

Dorothy Jackson

Edsel
With acknowledgement of the Western Reserve Historical Society
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Dorothy Jackson

Member Travels

Wild, Windy and Wonderful Patagonia
Isabel “Bel” Martins
I have been north to Alaska, now I must go south to
Patagonia, which is as far as I plan to go in either
direction. I have seen bears in the North, now I
want to see penguins in the South.
I had planned this trip to Argentina for a long time.
But, it must be done in their summer, when the
snow is not blocking the way to Patagonia and
Ushuaia, the southernmost city in the world. I
researched galore and got all the necessary
information. I knew then that I would go to the
southern part of Patagonia, where most of the
things I wanted to see were. Finding information on
traveling in wild South America is not like planning
a trip in the U.S., believe me! However, I am brave
enough to venture into those plains and mountains,
even though there are no paved roads in many
areas.
I traveled with my new AW Rolling Lowepro
backpack, which is supposed to fit in the overhead
bins, but didn’t. In almost all of the airports, I had to
talk with the flight manager to get permission to
bring it on with me. At one point, the woman
checking me in was in disbelief about what I was
carrying. She suspected it was too big to be only
photographic equipment. She asked, “Can I see it?
Could you open it?” When I opened it and showed
her what for me is a modest amount of gear, she
said, in good Spanish with eyes wide open, “Santa
Madre de Dios!” (Oh, my God!) as if I were carrying
luggage full of guns.
Thus, with some reasonable information, and a lot
of uncertainty, I made it from Buenos Aires (90F)
to Ushuaia (45F). It was kind of a relief from the
hot weather in Buenos Aires. From the plane, I
could see snow-covered mountains, which resembled the Rockies and the fiords, which resembled
Alaska.
Ushuaia is a small gracious town, stretching
between the ocean and the mountains at the end of
the world. Just being there made me happy; after
all, I had been planning this trip for years.
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Self Portrait

Isabel "Bel" Martins

Penguin Talk

Argentina is famous for its beef, so good meals
were also in my plans. Being born and raised in
Brazil, on the border of Argentina, red meat is
our favorite dish and eating it everyday is
imperative.
During the following days, I took a few tours and
photographed what I think is one of the cutest
animals—the penguin. Unfortunately, I could
only shoot them from a boat. I also got to “see”
the division between the Atlantic and Pacific

Oceans and the Beagle Channel. I visited a small
glacier right in the city near my modest inn, where I
had a view of the bay and the sunrise shining on
the shores. Getting up very early is not a big deal
when done for what we love most... photographing
a sunrise.
Terra del Fuego National Park, south of the Strait of
Magellan, is a beautiful island that preserves its
history from the time it held a prison. We took a ride
on an old train, while the narrator told us all about
the area. Then it was time for me to leave what was
one of the most inspiring little towns I have ever
been in. I wandered the streets contemplating its
rustic and simple beauty, wondering about the
locals’ lifestyle and already planning to come back.
Don’t ask me why... perhaps because it is like a
bucolic fishing village, with all its boats, mountains
and shores. Yet it is big enough that the main
streets have all types of relatively fancy
businesses.

Guanacos, Patagonia

My next destination was El Calafate, which is inland
and a gateway to another very distinctive part of
Patagonia including Mount Fitz Roy, Perito Moreno
Glacier and Torres Del Paine at the foot of the
Andes. Due to the roughness of the roads and for
my safety, I opted to fly instead of driving there.
El Calafate is not as charming as Ushuaia but still
has its own uniqueness. Nestled between the cliffs
and mesas and the glacier-formed, turquoise blue
Lake Argentino, it offers a good range of restaurants, lodgings and tours to the main attractions.
Knowing what I wanted to do most, and due to my
short time (and money), I had to choose the best of
Patagonia. I had to rush to maximize this brief stay
in this far, far away land.

Torres Del Paine, Patagonia

Cerro Fitz Roy Mountain was my top choice and I
didn’t care how much I would have to spend to see
and photograph it at its best moment... sunrise. My
research said I would have to walk three hours in
the dark and cold, carrying my tripod and gear or
else sleep in an uncomfortable tent near the foot of
the mountain. The difficulties of getting close were
even worse, but I didn’t give up on my luck so
easily. Leaving this detail for God to take care of, I
arrived at the little village where we could access
this majestic mount.
By scouting around, talking to the locals, I learned
how to get close, even though not actually getting
so close. And it worked, my luck was with me, I
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Perito Moreno Glacier, Patagonia

knew it! However, this isn’t all, because stubborn
and moody as Patagonia is, only God knew if the
weather at sunrise would be clear enough to shoot
and I had only this single morning to get it (or not). I
rose at 4 a.m., left my small hostel, tiptoeing, so
that I would not wake up everybody with even my
breath.
After one hour, which seemed like five, I almost
gave up. Then, to my delight, the sky and rocks
started to turn golden, then orange and red. I was
not disappointed. The sunrise occurred as I’d
hoped! It was as if my long trip had reached its
apogee. I knew that the money, time and energy
spent were well worth it. A good breakfast in a
cozy, charming cafe completed the ecstasy of my
soul on this unforgettable morning.
Next, on to Torres Del Paine, which is on the
Chilean side of Patagonia, by bus with a diverse
mix of travelers. This huge national park has
exceptional scenery; rocky mountains with steep
pikes surrounded by lakes and waterfalls, complemented by green and golden vegetation—nature at
its best. However, the wind blows in such strong
blasts that I needed three people to hold me and
my tripod down. The road snakes through the park,
opening to breathtaking scenes. I knew right away
that I would have to come back, because I could
not get enough in one day.
Perito Moreno is a giant, magnificent glacier near El
Calafate, the star of the Los Glaciares National
Park, a World Heritage site. It measures three miles
wide and 19 miles long. This wild ice formation
stands 200’ above the water’s surface and the
same below, continuously building itself bigger. The
huge noise caused by avalanches gave extra thrills
the entire time I was there.
In the time I had left, I took small tours around El
Calafate. I saw other views of Lake Argentino and
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Mount Fitz Roy Sunrise, Patagonia

the town from high banks, riding in a weird 4x4
vehicle. A thrill again for its steepness and rough
terrain. Of course, I added some good food, drinks
and cappuccinos to the trip.
Patagonia was named by its explorers after the tribe
living there, who were very tall people with feet that
looked like duck feet in size (pato in Spanish).
Good restaurants and hotels, as well as small and
cozy ones, all served good coffee and wine.
Argentina has excellent red meat for barbeque while
fish is another important item on the menu. Food
lovers will rejoice.
The downside is that Patagonia is pricey, with
unpaved roads and the wind blows most of the time.
But, who cares, with all the beauty surrounding you?
That’s Patagonia... wild, windy and wonderful... an
open area embracing treasures of nature for you to
enjoy. It brings people together from all over the
world, tourists and travelers, photographers and
naturalists and everyone in between.

Club Events

Annual Year-End Awards Banquet
Nancy Balluck
On May 9, 2009, CPS held its annual Year-End
Awards banquet at the DoubleTree Hotel on
Rockside Road in Independence. We were
fortunate to be assigned one-half of the beautiful
Petite Ballroom, which gave us more than enough
room to mingle and enjoy each other’s company.
More than 70 CPS members and guests attended
this year’s event.
During cocktails, the buffet table was elaborately
set with appetizers of various cheeses and
crackers, and artfully arranged fruits and dip. The
staff did an amazing job of preparing our delicious
buffet dinner, which consisted of prime rib, salmon
and pasta entrees. The attractive presentation of
the buffet table enhanced the excellent food we
dined on. There were many positive comments
made about the evening’s selection of entrees as
well as the courteous and efficient DoubleTree
staff. A slide show of all the photos selected for
Dave Busch’s Bucket List book was shown during
our dinner.

Russell Purnell, Rob Erick, Bert Klein
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Lynn Keller

After dinner, Rob Erick rang the infamous
cowbell to call the awards ceremony to order. He
was quite surprised to become the unknowing
victim of Joe Polevoi’s hilarious roast! Joe and
his “roast” committee had compiled numerous
photos of the past two years of Rob’s presidency. We all had some good laughs at Rob’s
expense but, as usual, he took the ribbing in
stride and seemed to really enjoy the creative
tribute.
There was a large stage at the front of the room,
making it easy to see the presentation of the
winning photos. Each competition chairperson
awarded numerous CPS members with medals
and ribbons for their outstanding work during the
2008/2009 year. Even the DoubleTree staff was
impressed by the talent in our club.

Joe Polevoi

Clyde Butcher “Movie Night:
Joe Polevoi
At a recent CPS movie series on fine art photography, we featured Clyde Butcher, who captures
Nature with large-format cameras. He is an
exceptional wilderness photographer. While not
as well-known as the legendary Ansel Adams,
Clyde is in many ways his equal. He is totally
dedicated to capturing and depicting the
awesome beauty of the Everglades in Florida.
A family tragedy was one of the reasons he
became so involved. “Wilderness, to me, is a
spiritual necessity. When my son was killed by a
drunk driver, it was to the wilderness that I had
fled in hopes of regaining my serenity and
equilibrium. The mysterious spiritual experience
of being close to nature helped restore my soul.”
Butcher possesses the remarkable energy
needed to constantly venture into hostile conditions. He photographs while standing on ladders
in swamps, rivers and marshy fields. He uses

Clyde Butcher at Work
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view cameras of various sizes—up to a gigantic
12” x 20” size, resulting in mind-blowing detailed
black-and-white prints. He has established
himself as one of the great American nature
photographers with his exhibits that show up to
5’x 9’ print enlargements. These are produced in
his own darkroom at his studio in Venice, FL.
Butcher also teaches nature workshops all over
the country. He has been featured in documenttaries and has had exhibits in the U.S. and
Europe.
Those that attended enjoyed the movie of Clyde
Butcher describing his photography and showing
many of his photos. To get better acquainted with
the exquisite beauty and depth of his work, please
check his website at: www.clydebutcher.com

Member Recognition

Kolman Rosenberg was chosen by the ESPN
sports network to shoot still photos of two
Cleveland high-school wrestlers for a video story
that aired on ESPN on August 2nd. It can also be
seen on their website: www.espn.com.
Rosenberg was retained for four separate photo
shoots and many of his photos, with credits, were
used as part of the episode.
It tells the compelling story of two Lincoln West
High School wrestlers, Dartanyon Crockett, who
is legally blind, and Leroy Sutton, who is a
double-lower extremity amputee. They have been
serving as eyes and legs for one another for over
a year. Crockett often carried Sutton on his back,
while Sutton guides Crockett around obstacles.
Together they were able to be a force on their
school’s wrestling team.
The highlight of this unusual friendship culminated
at their emotional high-school graduation. Sutton,
who was run over by a train in Akron at the age of
11, hadn’t been able to afford prosthetics since
outgrowing his initial set. He did recently obtain
new prosthetics, surprising his classmates, school
officials and the audience by walking across the
stage, holding onto Crockett’s shoulder, to receive
his diploma. ESPN Producer Lisa Fenn, the video
crew and Rosenberg all had tears in their eyes as
they recorded these moving moments that ended
Crockett and Sutton’s years as high-school
teammates.

Dartanyon and Leroy

Kolman Rosenberg

Both young men will be able to attend different
colleges because of this being shown on ESPN.

This is an extremely warm and touching narrative and well worth taking the time to view it.
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Recent member, Bob Gardner, had one of his
photos take First Place in the May 2009 issue of
PC Photo Magazine. It took first place in the
photo contest “Your Best Shot.” He took this at a
Medina County Park where a bubble machine had
been set up in a big field. It sent up clouds of
bubbles and the kids were having a ball. (The
magazine has since changed its name to Digital
Photo.)

Bubble Dance

Rick Wetterau’s infrared photography images are
currently on display at the Wolf Creek Environmental Center, a part of the Medina County Park
District. Rick and his wife, Pam, often walk the
beautiful grounds there.
On a recent visit, he asked their coordinator if he
could exhibit his photos in their display case. He
was told that there was an opening in August, so
Rick took it. The show runs through September
5th. He will have about 15 images behind a glassenclosed display case.
The Environmental Center is located in Sharon
Center, OH, on Rt. 94 about 2 miles south of
State Rt. 18. For hours and days of operation,
access their website at:
www.medinacountyparks.com
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Bob Gardner

Cheri Homaee had a photo printed recently in a
book call “Communicating for Success.” It was
published by Allyn and Bacon Publishing
Company/Pearson Education.

Photography Humor
Buying a Nikon doesn't make you a photographer.
It makes you a Nikon owner.
Definition of a professional photographer? A
person with 7 cameras and a spouse with 2
jobs.

CPS Competition Winners

People’s Choice
Arlan Heiser
The Competition Committee recently came up
with a category, which encourages us to display
creativity and photographic skill, called “People’s
Choice.” There are no judges because only those
attending choose the winners. Instead of trying to
make another stunning nature shot (read: closeup of a beautiful flower) or a shot of interesting
people, the People’s Choice topics can take us in
very different directions.
Personally, I enjoy the challenge these present
and try to find a way to approach the subject in a
way that is a bit unusual. For example, one was
called "Blue, Bleu, Blew.” That is all we were told.
We could define those words as we saw fit.

Here was a chance for me to cut loose with
Photoshop, and I did. There was blue smoke
coming from the horn, some blue musical notes
and some bleu notes scattered above the horn.
This was a winner, and again, it was the result of
some preliminary head-scratching before any
shutter button was pushed.
We all take pictures, but the People's Choice can
be an interesting challenge not to just take but to
make pictures.

I pondered this subject for some time and finally
came up with two different pictures. One of my
prints was of a small serving tray with a bottle of
Blue Nun wine, some Bleu cheese from France, a
bottle of Belgian blue beer and, for the “blew”
part, there was a small blue party horn beside the
tray. This didn't win, but I had a really fun time
planning and executing the photo.
My second shot for the competition was a
silhouette of my son "blowing" his saxophone.
Blue Coupe

Jay with Horn
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Arlan Heiser

Better Skies for Cleveland

Dan Kozminski

Joe Polevoi

Below: Sampling of CPS Competition winners. Complete standings available at: www.clevelandphoto.org

Mary Rynes

Flower Show Entry
Pictorial—Color, First Place

Flower
Pictorial—B&W, Second Place
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Karin Krugman

Girl in the Hood
Pictorial—B&W, First Place

Dan Kozminski

Fog Beyond Gate
Pictorial—Color, Second Place

Three Bandits
Pictorial—Color, Third Place
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Ron Werman

Tony Berling

Below: Sampling of Member photos.

Greenhouse Fantasy Flowers

Amphirite, Sea Goddess
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Michelle Smith

Scott Weintraub

Gardener Extraordinaire

Maria Kaiser

Stand A, Chippewa Lake

Reflection, Pemaquid Lighthouse

Couple of Old Fossils
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David Uhrin, Sr.

Ron Wilson

Joe Polevoi

Of Interest to Photographers

Nature Photography Weekend
The North Chagrin “Nature Photography
Weekend” will be held Sat. and Sun., Oct. 17 and
18. Bring your camera for a weekend of workshops and presentations focusing on wildlife,
macro and landscape photography. North Chagrin
is a top location for photographing wood ducks.

Field trips: 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration
required. North Chagrin Nature Center is located
off Buttermilk Falls Parkway, off the Sunset Lane,
off SOM Center Rd. in Mayfield Village, or south
of the I-90/SOM exit.
www.clemetparks.com/events/photography.asp

John Isaac, a National Geographic Magazine
photographer, will be the featured speaker,
sharing his talents and adventures. Experts from
Dodd’s Camera will be available to answer
questions and to show some of the latest and
hottest cameras and equipment.

Digital Photography Bucket List

There will be a Photo Contest and information
about it can be found at the North Chagrin Nature
Center or access the website below for entry
form. The top 90 photos from the contest will be
on display from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and visitors will
be able to vote for their favorite photos.
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David Busch’s book Digital Photography Bucket
List: 100 Digital Photos You Must Take Before
You Die is now available for pre-orders through:
www.dslrguides.com/cps This book features the
photography work of CPS members and will be
available this fall. Plans are underway for several
book signings. Watch our CPS website for future
news as it happens. Refer to last issue of the
Darkroom Door, Member Spotlight, if you missed
the story about it.

Miscellaneous

CPS Embarks on Second Phase of
Renovation
Rob Erick
It’s the 6th of November ‘09 and you arrive at
CPS for the evening’s meeting. The first thing you
notice is that everyone is entering the clubroom
from a different entrance—the courtyard between
our building and the Spotlight Theatre. You enter,
pick up your nametag, have a snack and share
conversation in the Gathering Room.
When the cowbell rings, you step into the clubroom itself, but much has changed! The room
faces the old entrance door, which is now an
emergency exit and flush with the back wall. The
center portion of the ceiling is two feet higher and
you can see the bottom of the projector screen
from any seat. The projected images are sharper

New Gathering Room
Barb Pennington
Gone are the days of washing dishes in the men's
room sink with lukewarm water. Gone are the
days of cold...hot snacks. Gone are the days of
jam-ups in the back of the meeting room with
members five-deep at the refreshment table. We
have a Gathering Room!
It all began with Rob Erick and Mark Coletta's
diligent negotiations with the city of Broadview
Heights and the generous financial donation
provided by Rosemarie Hunt in honor of Ruth
Morrison. As the room began to become a reality,
Dan LeHoty and Rick Wetterau stepped up to add
their “finishing” skills. Cheryl Donovan jumped in
with her decorative eye to add the final selection
of color for carpet and counter tops. Bert Klein
found us a sink; Dave Busch donated a
refrigerator, Varina Patel, a garbage disposal and
Michelle Drackett kindly obtained deep discounts
for appliances. Mary Kay Coletta purchased odds
and ends of necessary kitchen supplies and a
cast of “unnamed” thousands helped paint or
provided other assistance to bring the project
together.

and more detailed, plus the new chair arrangement allows more elbowroom. Except for all the
familiar faces, you wonder if you’re in the right
place. But, be assured—you are!
As this is written, it appears that the club will be
meeting in temporary quarters for the better part
of September and October while the existing
clubroom is transformed into a space more suited
for our needs. There will likely be some “pain” and
disruption in the process, but the “gain” should be
more than worth it in the end. Be prepared for a
wonderful new clubroom experience come
November!

With several membership meetings and a Pot
Luck already past, the new room has worked very
well. We've made good use of the large counter
for ALL the coffee pots and our new stove and
oven. It's even a pleasure to wash pots in our new
big sink. We are able to prepare, serve and clean
up refreshments much more efficiently, thanks to
the hard work and dedicated efforts of those
mentioned above.
The Gathering Room is a welcoming place for all
visitors to gather for friendship and delicious
refreshments... See you there!

New Place to Meet and Eat
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Jim Kunkel

Active Three Months at CPS
Marcia Polevoi
April, May and June had so many activities and
events happening that people had to pick and
choose what they wanted most to attend. Many of
these doings are covered in separate stories in
this DD, but I will run down the list of those not
covered, but deserve to be noted.
In April, CPS was again lucky to be able to
photograph Verb Ballets in rehearsal. This shoot
always produces many creative photos. Next,
there was an open field trip to Gardenview
Horticultural Park in Strongsville, a lush and
vibrant garden in a place you would never expect.
This was followed by a twilight field trip to
University Circle to photograph the areas around
the Art Museum, Wade Park Lagoon, Severance
Hall, etc. BlackWatch Studio held another series
of workshops to learn about studio lighting,
strobes, gels, as well as ways to use lighting for
shooting people. There was time given for
practice.

At the clubhouse, on different evenings were two
other People’s Choice events. One was “Photo
Journalism” and the other was “Reflections.” Both
were well attended and everyone had a good time
with the different subjects. Another night was
devoted to learning about “Flickr,” with Shannon
Rice presenting the program and answering
questions.
As you can see, this club is always loaded with
activities, programs and competitions, and a
member could spend all of his/her free time just
taking part in all of the above. The level of
enthusiasm generated by these happenings is a
tribute to those who do all the planning to make
these events work.

Spring Programs
Also, in April, was a business/orientation meeting,
which was well attended. Rob Erick presented
new members with their name badges and a
welcome kit. A week later, Shannon Rice led a
PhotoShop night and the topic was “Introduction
to Layers Using Elements.”
In May, two programs offered even more help to
our members. There was a “Field Trip Competition” night where members could bring in photos
taken on different field trips during the year. They
could show off their work and explain how they
did it, and receive constructive criticism from
others. Following that was a “How to Compete”
night, which gave advice to both new and old
members about entering competitions. They
learned about the rules for competitions as well
as getting tips on how to present their images.
There was lots of information on how to prepare
prints, proper matting, sizing and what the judges
may be looking for in your photo.
June field trips took our members to a couple of
locations along Lake Erie. On the 28th, about 75
folks, including students of our photography
classes, descended on Wendy Park, just east of
Edgewater Park. They all spread out over the
park, some joining a group with models, some
wandering about to get shots of downtown
Cleveland and others just exploring.
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Marcia Polevoi
On April 3rd, about 50 members enjoyed a
fascinating program on polar bears, given by Lori
Deimer. Lori is a frequent judge for our competitions and a member of the Western Reserve
Photo Club. She told of her adventures photographing and studying the bears in the wild.
Those attending enjoyed the hour-and-a-half
show.
On May 29, about 75 people attended a program
given by Dale Kincaid. Dale, too, has often been a
competition judge for our club. He gave a welldone slide presentation on his work. Most of his
shots were from local areas, which he described.
As a nature photographer, his photos were of
flowers, waterfalls, autumn scenes, fuzzy creatures, insects and birds. It was followed by a
discussion on how some of the photos were shot
and then how he adjusted them in Photoshop.

Procedures Manual Update
Diane Funk
When the club moved from downtown, it was
obvious that there were going to be numerous
changes. We started to grow and have continued
to do so. I was elected to the Board of Directors
and assigned to re-do the Procedures Manual. I
had never done anything like this.
What an adventure! I was handed a twelve-yearold document, consisting of a few sheets of paper
that had been done on a typewriter and stapled
together! Then it was suggested that I just start
from scratch.
A committee was formed: Past-President Ron
Wilson, then new President Rob Erick, lawyer
Ray Muzilla, Diane Ward and myself, with Peggy
Miklus joining later. We outlined the needs and
went to work.
Our first concern was the Constitution and ByLaws (originated Feb. 14, 1945) with numerous
amendments in the years to follow. We updated
and refined the document; it was approved by the
Board and then the membership in 2007.
Next, we formulated appropriate questionnaires
and the outline we wanted to follow. These were
sent out to approximately 35-40 officers and

chairpersons and others. Two meetings were all
we needed to get our homework together. I
gathered the replies and kept after those who
hadn’t replied.
It was a great deal of work to compile everything
and design the new format. But the job was
done. The Board and the membership, following
correct procedure, approved the document Feb
25, 2008. One copy is in a binder at the Club and
the President has another. It was updated May
15, 2008 for the new club year of June 1, 2008.
The current manual of 65 pages was updated
Feb. 27, 2009, and again for the June 1, 2009
issue. Copies were emailed to all officers,
chairpersons and others who needed them. We
will continue to keep one printed issue at the club
and one for the President. Future changes will be
easier to do.
It was a challenge—then it was fun. Now the
hard work is done and future changes will be
easier to do.
The Procedures Manual will help those who
inherit positions to make their transitions
smoother. Continue on CPS....

Inspiring Thought
“Amazing modern technology allows us to easily produce images that are technically
competent. It is almost automatic to produce a technically correct pretty picture of a
pretty scene. But, what if we want to be more than just technically correct? How
helpful, or how restrictive, is an allegiance to rules when we seek to produce images
having emotion and feeling?
In my view, there is only one rule to follow in photography: “Never take a picture with
the lens cap on.”
Joseph Miller, Courtesy of “The Pilchucker,” Newsletter, Oct. 2008, Pilchuck
Camera Club, Everett, WA.
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Club Information
<>

The Cleveland Photographic Society
CPS has operated continuously since 1887, making it one of the oldest camera clubs in the country. The
organization currently has nearly 275 members and is one of the few anywhere to have its own permanent
clubroom. The objectives of the society are to promote and advance the understanding, passion and joy of
photography by providing opportunities for education, skill development, picture taking, competition, critique
and fellowship. We meet almost every Friday evening and our meetings are always open to visitors and
guests—we invite you to visit us! Our clubroom is located on the City of Broadview Heights campus. The
clubroom opens at 7:30 p.m. and meetings begin at 8:00 p.m. Visit our website for directions, maps and
further information: www.clevelandphoto.org

CPS Competitions
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only members can enter images for competition, but all are invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature,
People, Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three competitions per category are held throughout the
year. In addition, four Projection competitions are held, displaying projected digital images. The category for
Projection competitions is Pictorial (open).
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice Nights are held throughout the year. These are
informal, unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition Rules and Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be found on the Competition page of
our website.

CPS Membership
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples are $81.00; Family (couple plus one or more children)
is $117; Junior member (under 18) and Distance member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00. A
downloadable application form and more details can be found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one of the most dynamic, active and friendliest camera
clubs in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are our primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No
matter your skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of activities that will enhance your skills—and
you’ll have FUN along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained at www.clevelandphoto.org

Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and advance
the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities for education,
skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.

