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President’s Message
by Mike Kopkas

We recently sent out a notice celebrating the 100th
anniversary of our School of Photography to all members
and friends of the Cleveland Photographic Society, and it
got me thinking about photography itself.
What is it about photography that makes it so compelling
to us enthusiasts? Why do we spend hour after precious
hour practicing and mastering our craft? Why do we spend hundreds or
thousands of dollars on equipment and training?
I’m guessing that it’s because, in a way, photography gives us special powers.
Like the power to capture a moment in time so that we can preserve our
memories and histories. Or the ability to showcase beauty and truth in a single
image. Or the power to expose injustice and suffering that might otherwise go
unnoticed or to tell a story that might otherwise go untold.
And why a photography club? I suppose it’s because we enjoy getting together
with others who have the same passion and obsession with this art and
because we are inspired and at the same time challenged by the stunning
images of our fellow photographers.
The Cleveland Photographic Society is in its 134th year of existence. The
club provides a place where we can enjoy each other’s company and learn
from one another by sharing our experiences and techniques. No doubt,
the pandemic has made this a more challenging task. Virtual meetings and
classes have helped us maintain some sense of normalcy, but it has made
maintaining the camaraderie much more difficult. We all hope and pray that
it won’t be too much longer before we can meet again in person and continue
our photographic journeys together.

~ Mike Kopkas

CPS is a founding member of
the Photographic Society of
America, PSA.
All Rights Reserved.
All photographs herein are
protected by copyright law and
may not be reproduced
without the expressed written
consent of the photographer.
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Welcome New Members!

Please join us in welcoming the following fifty-one members
who joined CPS July 1 – December 31, 2020.
Anthony Adkisson

Bekkie Harper

Richard Miltner

Rodney Spencer

Kathleen Amari-Crookston

Dave Harrison

Lynn Muniak

John Stork

Helen Bell

Thomas Henderson

Amelia Niedzwiecki

Margaret Stumpfl

Charles Bittenbender

James Johnson

Elizabeth Pearson

Dawn Tarka

Sylvia Braidich

Charles Kay

Bernie Rieser

Paula Thoennissen

Greg Crough

Stephanie Keaton

Marybeth Roldan Toci Beverly Thomas

Fitri Dewi

Catherine Kenngott

Judy Shaw

Huw Thomas

Stephen Doutt

Jim Levine

Anita Sima

Vincent Vartorella

Jeremy Fear

Kate Lombardo

Paul Smetona

Danijela Vranesevic

Marion Fuery

Gary Marich

Luther Smith

Sarah Whelan

Diane Glatzer

Paul Marich III

Nathalie Snyder

Randy Wormser

Adam Grindler

Jessica Matsko

Roger Sommer

Audrey Wrobel

Michael Halper

Coleen McFarland

Alan Speer

From the Editor’s Desk
by Deborah Willis

The end of a year often causes us to reflect on our
experiences over that time. When we entered this new
decade we had no idea what would meet us. Most of us had
never heard of a Coronavirus nor experienced a pandemic.
We adapted to directives that limited social contact, learned
to do familiar things in new, different and creative ways and
gained renewed appreciation for the people and things in
our lives.

our competition year and explains our nature competition
“no hand of man” rule.
We strive to make the Darkroom Door meaningful and of
value to all of our members, but we can only do that with
your assistance. Please consider sharing your experience
and knowledge by submitting an article. The deadline for
our next issue, which will cover the period of January 1,
2021 - June 30, 2021, is July 15, 2021.

This issue is reflective of those experiences. In this
issue, we share ideas on ways to remain involved with
photography during COVID-19. Kathleen Golobic invites
us to ‘find creativity and joy’ during the pandemic. Bill
Keaton, our competitions committee chairman and nature
competition chairman, shares the impact of COVID-19 on

Our email address is DRDeditor@clevelandphoto.org.
Stay safe, stay engaged and explore creative ways to use
your gear and enhance your skills during the pandemic.

~ Deborah
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Competition Photos – Photojournalism

Park Goers and a Cat by Belinda Prinz

Capturing the Movement by Angeli Persons

Photographer’s Commentary: Named after the U.S.
President, Parque Kennedy (John F. Kennedy Park) in
Lima, Peru, is a popular hangout for tourists, locals and cats. Dozens of cats. Volunteers feed and provide
veterinary care for the park’s feline inhabitants. I
noticed middle-class Peruvians share a near-universal
preoccupation with their cell phones. So I used mine
to capture humans.

Photographer’s Commentary: Young photojournalists capturing
the crowd at the BLM march in the city.

Kent State, May 4, 2020 by Dave Ciborek
Photographer’s Commentary: To identify the spots where the students died, markers were
installed in the Prentice Hall Parking Lot in 1999. Within each area, there is a plaque in the ground
with the student’s name and the date of death. Visitors go from marker to marker to remember,
reflect, and pay respect to each student who died. Some people bring flowers or candles to leave
by the student’s name.
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Competition Photos – Photojournalism

Hope by Jim Rowe
Photographer’s Commentary: In light of current COVID situations and the resurgence of positive affirmations,
a look back into history shows that the human condition changes, but then again, does it really?

Tribal Travel Deep by Bob Kowaleski

All the Comforts of Home by Irma Baker

Photographer’s Commentary: In the backcountry of Southern
Utah is a story outlining the adventures of a Russian Tribe some
2,500 to 4,000 years ago traveling through the Aleutian Island
landmass to visit the North American Continent. They found it
delightful, peaceful and WARM, and as the story states never
returned to Russia.

Photographer’s Commentary: I’ve always been fascinated by
doorways, stairs and paths. What’s behind a door? What’s at
the top - or bottom - of a stairway? Where does a path lead?
The home in this image is in an alley in a small town in rural
Indiana. All I know about it is that the woman who lives there has
made it her home. She has utilities, a solid door for security, the
companionship of a cat as solitary as she is, and the luxury of a
nice barbecue grill. What more could anyone want?
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Competition Photos – Photojournalism

Never Giving Up by Elda Borroni

Copacabana Dancer in Cuba by Donald Penn
Photographer’s Commentary: There was so much action
and movement on stage that I wanted to catch it all. So I
took this image using the multi-image feature on my camera.

Photographer’s Commentary: I was near the Duomo in Milan, Italy,
when I heard a tenor voice singing one of my favorite arias so I followed
the sound and saw a young man singing beautifully with all his heart.
Soon I realized that he was missing one leg and perhaps both. What a
determination to never give up - a great lesson about life!

Christmas in Strongsville 2019 by Fran Morino
Photographer’s Commentary: This was a new Christmas display in Strongsville (2019). At this time in 2020 we may only have the
lights to know it’s Christmas time.
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Competition Photos – Photojournalism

Too Old for This by Kim Wasielewski

Cuban Entrepreneurship by Joe Skarupa

Photographer’s Commentary: At the Black Lives
Matter protest, this woman caught my eye.
Someone who has already been through the
unrest, and/or is just plain tired.

Photographer’s Commentary: Dressed in pristine white
tropical clothes, the proprietor of the award-winning wine
cellar, La Bodeguita Medio, types his menu on an old
portable typewriter on California Street in La Habana, Cuba.

Monk Giving Blessing by Richard Ader
Photographer’s Commentary: A monk gives blessings to a young woman in Angkor Wat,
Thailand. The giving of blessings for a small donation is a source of income for some of
the smaller monasteries in the area.
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Competition Photos – Photojournalism

Down the Stretch by Bill Keaton
Photographer’s Commentary: Ron Nordstron, car 17, and Michael Parks vie for the lead during a race at
Lorain County Speedway. The race was in the Chargers Division. Lorain County Speedway is located South
of Amherst, Ohio, on St. Rt. 58.

Seriously Blue by John Diurba
Photographer’s Commentary: Late June offers stunning views of Crater Lake, as well as beautiful wildflowers.

8

Competition Photos – Photojournalism

Stranded in Idaho by Mike Lonsdale
Photographer’s Commentary: While traveling in Idaho I came across this scene at a rest
area. The owner of this vehicle had only a trailer as his home. Fortunately, his trailer was
saved, but not his truck. Last I saw of this individual, he was sitting looking bewildered
on the step of his trailer. I did not have the heart to take that photo, but it would have
captured the true story.

Firefight 2 by Ronald Wilson
Photographer’s Commentary: I heard sirens in my neighborhood. Grabbed
my camera and jumped in my car. I got there before most of the volunteer
firefighters. I shot from behind the firemen. I noticed the bicycle on fire in the
garage. Of course, the flames add drama and impact.
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Competition Year Review
by Bill Keaton
The COVID pandemic has been quite a challenge for
everyone involved with CPS, altering everything from
Friday night presentations to the way competitions have
been run.

If there are 90 or less images, which does happen
occasionally, then we ask the judges to comment on all
photos. If there are more than 90, we first try to have
judges comment on all the photos in the theme for the
evening, and then on all pictorial images for which a
critique has been requested. If that results in more than
90 images to be critiqued, then we have to fall back on
having the judges comment on only those images for
which a critique has been requested.

The all-digital submissions for the past year have proved
to have both advantages and disadvantages.
We all miss the social interaction and the gathering with
friends that Friday competition nights have featured in
the past. Standing shoulder-to-shoulder and discussing
the particulars of a print can’t be replaced by online
presentations.

Because competitions have all been online, and judges did
not visit the clubhouse to offer their critiques, that has
allowed me to search for judges outside driving distance
to CPS.

But, there have been a few advantages to a year of online
submissions.

Some who have judged for the year were photographers who
have made presentations to CPS in the past. Others, like
Rob Knight and Rick Gerrity, are Panasonic Ambassadors.
Tom Croce and Ed MacKerrow have fine art photography
businesses and lead photo tours around the country. Rick
Braveheart is a Native American photographer who has
photographed in many of the country’s national parks and
forests.

Without question, it is easier to compete by just uploading
images from one’s computer in the safety of one’s home.
There is also the financial side in that competing is now
“free.” Free of cost, and free of the time it takes to carefully
mount and mat an image.
It has also freed the judges from traveling to our clubhouse
on Friday nights, as well as being put on the spot by asking
them to critique a photo on the fly, with just a couple
of seconds of viewing an image before being expected
to respond. Now, the judges can sit at home and study
an image as much as they wish. In my opinion, that has
resulted in more constructive critiques for the year.

In addition, we also relied upon many local photographers
who have given their time for years to judge for CPS.
To all, we extend our thanks.
As long as we have competitions totally online, I will
continue to seek what I feel are qualified judges from
whatever sources available.

There is also a downside to that, since writing critiques
can be quite time-consuming. Most nights when a handful
of us met to record competition results to be broadcast
to the club, comments often run close to 15 pages. That
is why, for the year, judges were told they would not have
to critique any more than 30 images. I have followed the
comments online as judges write their critiques, and it
sometimes takes 3-4 hours or more. Judges offer their
time and expertise with no promise of payment, though
we do send a gift card to each when a competition is
completed.

If you know of a person you feel is qualified and willing
to judge CPS competitions, please send me their names,
photo websites if available, and experience/qualifications.
The greater the number of judges, the more diverse
the critiques and comments. Because judging is time
consuming, it is also nice not to have to call on the same
people too many times during a competition year.
I hope people have enjoyed hearing from different judges
this year, and have learned from the comments. After all,
that is what it is all about. ❑

In deciding how many images are to receive critiques,
constrained by no more than 30 for each judge, each
category chair and I look at the total number of images,
and how many fall in the theme for the evening (B&W,
people, etc. as opposed to pictorial).
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D6 Dan

Sandy

D7 Eric

Brain Storming

6

8

8 22

Wethington Chelsea

6

8

8 22

D8 Dave

Ciborek

Civil War Reenactor 1

6

8

8 22

D9 Dave

Ciborek

Civil War Reenactor 2

7

8

8 23

D10 Marcy

Hayes

Dunkirk Lady

8

8

8 24

D11 Bob

Kowaleski

Early Morning

5

8

7 20

D12 Abe

Wolf

Encounter

5

8

8 21

D13 Eric

Wethington Evan

5

8

8 21

D14 Dennis Wert

How to Hold a Camera

6

9

8 23

D15 Judy

Medina

In Remembrance of You

6

8

8 21

D16 Eric

Wethington Jason

7

8

9 24

D17 Marcy

Hayes

5

8

7 20

D18 Russell Whittemore La Scuola e Finita (Schools’ Out)

5

7

7 19

D19 Darlene Beiter

Making a Face

6

8

7 21

D20 Kate

Hasenohrl

Parade Circle Performer #394

6

8

7 21

D21 Jackie

Sajewski

Property of Jesus

5

9

8 22

D22 Russell Whittemore Proselytizing

5

8

8 21

D23 Kathie

Golobic

Rachel

7

9

8 24

D24 Jacky

Grimm

Reclining

7

7

8 22

D25 Darlene Beiter

Reflection

6

9

7 21

D26 Mike

Sax Man

8

8

8 24

D27 Darlene Beiter

Solstice Party

5

8

7 20

D28 Jackie

Sweet Lil Girl

6

8

7 21

D29 Russell Whittemore The Americans Have Landed

6

8

8 22

D30 Ted

Gersdorf

The Family That Fishes Together

6

9

7 22

D31 Bill

Keaton

The Rogue...

7

8

9 24

D32 Ted

Gersdorf

The Thinker

5

7

7 19

D33 Dan

Sandy

Thought Processing

7

8

8 23

D34 Dennis Wert

Three Men a Rowing

6

7

7 19

D35 Abe

Two Different Worlds

9

7

8 24

Kookas

Sajewski

Wolf

LEE SUNG

After the judges score a competition, a scoresheet is
generated with the total of the three judges’ scores.
The highest scoring photo takes first place, and ties
are not broken. If two or more photos receive the
same high score, all are awarded first place. The
next highest score receives second place, and the
score after that, third. Competition rules state 30
percent of photographs should receive recognition.
If the 30 percent has not been reached after all third
places are awarded, then the next score receives
honorable mention. Sometimes, the next two scores
are needed to fulfill the obligation to recognize 30
percent of entered photographs.

That pesky “hand of man” rule...
In addition to being the competition chair for CPS, I am
also the chairman of the nature competitions.
In all of the other “themed” nights for CPS competitions, it
is pretty easy to determine if a photograph fits a category.
If it is B&W or monochrome it is eligible for the B&W
category. If people are an important part of the image it
qualifies as a people image.
But nature competition rules are a lot stricter. With the
no-cloning and no heavy HDR rules, nature images are
subject to almost as strict rules as photojournalism.
This little article is about that which gets the most people
into trouble…the “no hand of man rule.”
In just about every competition, I have to remove 4-6
photographs from nature and place them into pictorial
because of a violation of this rule. As of late when the
nature online submission deadline passes, Randy Beiter
lets me know the competition is closed and often flags for
me images he thinks violate hand of man (Randy is the CPS
computer guy who does a lot behind the scenes). I then
review all images and confirm the ones he has flagged, and
often add a couple of more. There are often a couple where
we have a “discussion” because it is not always cut and dry.
Is a lake picture depicting a small stone breakwall hand of
man? Might that have occurred naturally? When unsure, I
try to give the photographer the benefit of the doubt.
In one of the last nature competitions, photos that were
eliminated included a vast western scene with a manmade road in part of it. A bird on a wire, which was an
obvious photo to eliminate. But also a not-so-obvious
picture of a bird that included what was a sawed limb in
the foreground. There was a gorgeous waterfall….with a
hand-hewn stone wall in the foreground. There was a nice
flower photo with what was obviously the pot in which it
was growing out-of-focus at the bottom of the image.
So please take a close look at your nature photos and
make sure there is nothing that shows a person was ever
around. There can be a trail (not manicured) for instance,
but no human footprints. Try to submit nature images
taken as if you were the first person to ever look upon the
scene/subject.
Happy shooting! ❑
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Competition Photos – Nature

Miss Poppy by Vicki Wert, 1st Place

Hummingbird in Cardinal Flower by Donna Schneider, 1st Place

Canna Lily by Dave Ciborek, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Nature

Masterwort in Bloom by Ron Werman, 1st Place

Weeping Foxtail by Fran Zahniser

Judge’s Comments: I really like the moody feel of
this image. The level of detail and saturation, and the
exposure all fit perfectly with the feel of the image. The
only adjustment I would suggest is to work on bringing the
tonal and luminance values in the upper right area of the
frame down a bit, closer to the lower portion of the frame,
especially the lighter lavender areas that are very close to
the tone of the flower.

Judge’s Comments: Simplicity at its finest! The black and
white works superbly for this image. The background is a
soft, dreamy canvas allowing the details to be the focal point.
The exposure is perfect. There isn’t much I would change
about this image. Very well done.

Portrait of a Praying Mantis by Belinda Prinz, 2nd Place
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Competition Photos – Nature

Bee on Coneflower by Kathy Amari, Honorable Mention

Black Swallowtail Caterpillar by Belinda Prinz, 2nd Place
Judge’s Comments: What a fantastic perspective on this
caterpillar! Bokeh is soft and muted letting the caterpillar
be the star of the image. I appreciate seeing the feet
peeking out from the opposite side of the stem because
it shows real dimension of this beautiful tube of goo. Nice
composition, perfect exposure and great impact.

Bee on Coneflower by Kathy Amari, Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Nature

The Queen by Joseph Miko, 2nd Place

Lunchtime by Rosemary Flanagan, 2nd Place

Grizzly Swim by Anthony Warmuth, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Nature

Charlie by Brian O’Riordan, Honorable Mention

Seagull Supper by Kathleen Amari, 2nd Place

Skimming the Surface by Keith Marchand, Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Nature

Eye of the Tiger by Bill Keaton, 3rd Place
Orangutan Stare by Mike Kopkas, Honorable Mention

Judge’s Comments: Strike a pose! Lovely regal portrait of this gorgeous tiger.
Exposure and focus are spot on sharp as it should be. lovely composition, nice
blurred background, wouldn’t change a thing.

Quechee Alpaca by Robert Boyle, Honorable Mention

17

Competition Photos – Nature

Zion by Shishir Kapadia, 3rd Place

Icy Falls by Mike Kopkas, Honorable Mention
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You Too Can Do Macro and Close-Up
Photography at Home
by Kathleen Golobic
As many of you will recall from the CPS School
Fundamentals Class, part of the curriculum includes a
macro photography class. The class exposes students to
the basics of macro photography and in non-COVID-19
times, allows students to try different macro lenses. The
instructors and volunteers set-up different displays and
introduce students to a whole new way of looking at
ordinary things.
According to photographylife.com, “Macro Photography
is close-up photography of small subjects, including
things like bugs and flowers. You can take macro pictures
in a studio or outdoor environment so long as you are
magnifying your subject sufficiently. Officially, you may
hear that macro photography only happens when you
take pictures of small subjects with a magnification of
‘life-size’ or greater…, essentially it means that you
must take pictures where your subject is the same size
as your camera sensor or smaller, and it fills the frame.
(So, if your camera sensor is one inch wide, you would be
photographing something one inch or smaller.)”

Here are a few images I have made over the last few
months. For the set-up below, I bought a white science fair
poster board, draped a scarf over it, added a small vase
with a few grocery store flowers and some garland. This
was done on my dining room table and although I tried to
utilize the natural window light, it was not strong enough.
In order to enhance it, I used a small flashlight.

Unofficially, many photographers make close-up images
larger than their sensors and still consider it macro
photography. Prior to the pandemic, past President Deb
Zimmerman, implemented several Friday night meetings
geared specifically toward macro and close-up photography.
Deb and several other club members painstakingly set up
different items so club members could also practice and
experiment. On one of these occasions, holiday items were
used and on another, club members were encouraged to
shoot through different forms of glass.

As we all anxiously wait for our lives to return to some
semblance of normal, I encourage you to try something
different and utilize the things you have at home. You will
be surprised just how many items you can use and at the
same time continue to enhance your photography skills. ❑

One of the things that impacted me about these Friday
night meetings was how easily I could do the same thing
at home. Over the course of the last few months, I have
started experimenting with basic set-ups. I have searched
my house for simple things like coins and buttons and I
have used these things for practice. After shooting images
on my dining room table and experimenting with depth of
field, I started adding construction paper and scrapbook
paper as colorful backgrounds. I also put some of the
images in Adobe Photoshop or other software such as
Topaz, and I have spent hours playing with the filters and
blend modes. There are a ton of examples of macro and
close-up images available on the internet-everything from
silverware to seashells. The objects in and around your
house you can use for practice are endless!
19

Competition Photos – Pictorial

Goldfinch with Pink Zinnia by Melissa Burovac, 1st Place

Ice Dancing by Vicki Wert, 2nd Place

Gazania by Jon Harford, 3rd Place

Swallowtail by Donna Schneider, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

Butterfly Weed Seed by Vicki Wert, 1st Place

Last Light Butterfly by Rick Carrell, 2nd Place

Hummingbird by Donna Schneider, 2nd Place
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

A Shared Moment by Mike Lonsdale, 2nd Place

Fashionable Elegance by Jackie Sajewski,
Honorable Mention

Ninja Through Prism Glass by Jackie Sajewski, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

Aloft by Marge Brady, 3rd Place

A Little Flight Over Edgewater by Mick Russo, 2nd Place

Judge’s Comments: Great contrast of foreground and background
patterns complementing each other. A symphony for the eyes that works
very well. Using the landscape mode for this presentation makes the busy
image more relaxing.

Judge’s Comments: Very well seen and beautifully
composed. A perfect example of a prepared eye and
mind being in the right place at the right time. This
would make a GREAT Cleveland poster. Using the
landscape mode for this presentation makes the busy
image more relaxing.

Ready to Bake by Vicki Wert, 1st Place

Garden Glass by Brian O’Riordan, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

Still Water by Rick Mills, 2nd Place

Peaceful Harbor by Marge Brady, 3rd Place

Golden Gate Bridge by Donna Schneider, Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

Stare Down by Jackie Sajewski, Honorable Mention
Judge’s Comments: This was a Wowee. The sharpness of the owl, the light through
its detailed wings, the blurred background and those orange eyes all make for an
outstanding bird shot. The image might be improved by cropping a bit of the orange
leaves off the top, so they’re less distracting.

Homecoming by Terry Martin, 1st Place

Eagle Falls by Richard Schneider, 2nd Place
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

Canon Beach Sunset by Ronald Wilson, 1st Place

Battery Point Lighthouse by Donna Schneider, 3rd Place

Nautilus Bubbles by Vicki Wert, 1st Place
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

The Feel of Water by Bill Keaton, 2nd Place

Oscar Blevins Farm Big South Fork Recreation Area
by Donna Schneider, 1st Place
Judge’s Comments: I love this. Great job on the Milky Way but
even more critical, great job on a good foreground properly lit.
This is the key to a great sky shot.

Glacier Reflection by Dennis Wert, Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Pictorial

Mt. Hood from Lost Lake by Donna Schneider, 3rd Place

Split Rock Lighthouse by Donna Schneider, 3rd Place

Maple Side Sky 1 by Rick Carrell, 3rd Place
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Finding Creativity and Joy During the COVID-19 Pandemic
by Kathleen Golobic
In both 2018 and 2019, I was fortunate enough to attend
the Mike Moats Macro Photography Conferences held in
Middleburg Heights, Ohio. Mike hosted three conferences
in this area and brought numerous professional macro
photographers from around the country and Canada to
present.

possibility of taking an online photography class or
workshop and I stumbled on Jackie’s first Macro Masters
in Floral Photography virtual workshop. I could not believe
it – the Skagit Valley trip had been cancelled and instead,
Jackie was offering the workshop virtually, with many of
the same instructors. Due to the cancellation of this trip
and many others, Jackie and the other photographers
scheduled had to reinvent themselves and their usual
ways of teaching. They became proficient at Zoom and
taught us as they went. I initially signed up for Macro
Masters 1 and started a fabulous journey. Over the course
of six different workshops, (Lightroom, Stepping Stones,
Macro Masters 1, 2, and 3 and currently Phlorography
Online, 21) we learned how to paint our own backgrounds
and utilize materials we had at home to enhance our
photos. We learned about the use of different lenses, we
had lessons about the color wheel and how to create our
own textures. We have learned Topaz and infrared basics
and we have worked on images to submit as “homework.”
We chose words and photographed our version of their
meanings for a Word Project Virtual Exhibit. We sent floral
cards to each other and learned how to make calendars
and websites. Most importantly, the group evolved from
just a few workshops to a valued community. Many of the
people involved in the first workshop still attend. We have
become virtual friends and have learned how to care for
and support each other during these crazy times. The
group has become a positive outlet and a haven where
everyone assists one another and cheers each other on.
We relish in each other’s accomplishments and pray for
those who are ailing. COVID-19 has been a hardship on
so many and I would be amiss if I did not mention the
thousands of lives lost, as well as the sacrifices of those
who have served on the front lines. Many have lost loved
ones and are struggling to merely keep afloat with the
basic necessities of food, warmth and shelter. Small
businesses have gone under and many have lost their
livelihoods. These issues as well as so many others in
today’s world do not go unnoticed. I am fortunate to be
able to escape for at least a few hours every week to be
part of such a wonderful community. Even though we are
all ready for our lives to return to “normal,” I am positive,
I would not have had the same experience without the
COVID-19 pandemic. ❑

At the October 2018, conference, Jackie Kramer of
Jacksonville, Florida, was one of the many stand-out
presenters. Her biography from her website https://
www.luvblooms.com/ is as follows: “Jackie has been
passionate about photography since her dad gave her a
camera in high school. Orchids, hibiscus, and bromeliads
at Selby Gardens and wading birds at Lido Beach and
Longboat Key became Jackie’s favorite subjects. Although
her photography has expanded to include weddings and
portraiture, she remains an avid floral photographer.
Jackie teaches individual and group workshops and
maintains an active online group, Phlorography - Artistic
Floral Photography, has thousands of passionate
floral photographers from around the world. Jackie is
committed to supporting other photographers and using
photography as a medium to build relationships and
enrich others’ lives.”
After her presentation, conference attendees were given
the opportunity to shoot with Jackie at several stations she
had set up. Many of us from the club were in attendance
and I think we were all excited to meet her and garner any
tips. Her photography was stunning, and we all wanted
to learn how to create such gorgeous images. After the
conference, I immediately began following her Facebook
group and her website. I dreamt of the possibility of
attending one of her many workshops offered at far away
botanical sites such as Longwood Gardens, or joining
workshops in exotic Costa Rica or the tulip fields of
Skagit Valley, Washington. The flowers and fauna were so
beautiful, and I just wanted a chance to experience these
locations. I knew, there was no way I could swing this type
of trip in 2020, but I had high hopes for the possibility of
2021. Other floral photographers from around the world
were also presenting at these fabled workshops and I
began following their work as well.
In March 2020, COVID-19 became a reality for all of us.
Suddenly we were all stuck at home with no end in sight.
After cleaning, also known as, binge watching Netflix, for
two–three weeks, I decided I needed to do something
more productive with my time. I began looking at the
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Competition Photos – Creative

Autumn Shades by Fran Zahniser, 1st Place
Judge’s Comments: This is an interesting approach to a popular
(sometimes overly so) subject matter. It has nice color balance and
solid composition. At first glance the background looks black; it
takes a bit of looking to see the different shades of green and other
colors hiding in the black.

Night Watch by Jackie Sajewski, 1st Place

Masterwort in Ice by Ron Werman, Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Creative

Mystical Magical Water Fairy by Cerena Cernik, 2nd Place
Judge’s Comments: This could be right off the cover of a
fantasy book. While the subject matter may not be everyone’s
taste, it does what it sets out to do very effectively and
professionally, and is a convincing and well-designed image.

Leaf on Lily Pad by Dave Ciborek, Honorable Mention
Judge’s Comments: Typically placing a small image
within a larger space can just look empty. In this case,
though, the vivid red and green here, carefully balanced
on the much larger black vertical space, hold their own
surprisingly well.

My Time is Running Out by Bill Keaton
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Competition Photos – Creative

Round the Bend by Sarah Zietlow, Honorable Mention

Water Lilies by Bonnie Lukcso

Falls at Night by Rich Foley, Honorable Mention

Downtown Reflections by Fran Morino, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Creative

Girl in Hoops Red by Ronald Wilson, 1st Place

Unmasked by Eric Wethington, Honorable Mention

Rain Makes Everything Beautiful by Susan Bestul, 1st Place
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Competition Photos – Creative

Recording My Reflections by Mike Kopkas, 2nd Place

Youth Baseball by Mike Kopkas, Honorable Mention
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Haunting Attic Treasures by Jackie Sajewski,
Honorable Mention

Competition Photos – Creative

Grape Splash by Fran Morino, 2nd Place

Prairie Smoke Gone Wild by Martha Brady, 2nd Place

Lost in Tree by Leslie Nutt, 2nd Place

Non-Cartesian Weed Stalk by Brian O’Riordan,
Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Creative

Nice Legs Abstract by Robert Boyle, 3rd Place

Butterly Kaleidoscope by Ron Werman, Honorable Mention

Judge’s Comments: This is a very impressive and energetic
image. I like the lines and the “almost symmetry” a lot. Personally,
I’d chose stronger and more vivid colors but that is only my
preference and it doesn’t draw from the beauty of this creation.

A Fence No Longer by Fran Zahniser, 2nd Place
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Don’t Let the Pandemic Deter
Your Photography

CreativeLive is a well-kept secret that can help you
through these shelter-in-place times. The site has over
2,000 pre-recorded classes ranging from photography,
art, crafts, design to health, wellness and business. Each
week a select few are offered “on-air” and made available
free of charge if you can view them during their air
time. (You can view them at other times by paying the
individual class fee or site subscription fee). During the
pandemic, they introduced CreativeLive TV – a free, 24/7,
live-streamed variety show with musical performances,
live Q&As, cooking, spoken word, crafting, an interactive
chat and more.

by Deborah Willis
Wish as we might, COVID-19 has remained with us,
continuing to impact our lives and photographic
endeavors. If you find yourself restless or with a creative
block, here are some ideas for ways to continue to engage
in photography during the pandemic.

1. Continue Your Education
Did you take a course through our School of Photography?
If so, you are a ‘student for life’ in that course and can sit
in on the classes for that course as often as you would like
at no additional cost.

Most importantly, move beyond taking in the information
to trying it out.

2. Give Yourself a Photographic Project

The pandemic has encouraged an environment of giving
back. Many camera manufacturers extended their online
classes offering them free of charge for a limited time,
so visit your camera manufacturer’s website frequently to
see what they are offering during the pandemic.

One way to boost your creativity is to give yourself
something to photograph. This can be as simple as
selecting a word and challenging yourself to creatively
photograph an image that conveys it. You may choose
to document something over time through images, try
out different lenses and exposures or edit the same
image using a variety of techniques. Deb Zimmerman’s
tabletop series which had us gathering, arranging, and
photographing small objects on a flat surface is easy to
do at home with limited space. Also consider taking on
something from your photography to-do/bucket list such
as light painting.

Some well-known photographers have offered free
classes. Regularly visit the websites and Facebook pages
of your favorites to see what they may be offering. Some
photographers have taken to YouTube to give back,
entertain and share instructional content. Check back
often and subscribe to your favorites, like The Cleveland
Photographic Society’s channel. By subscribing you will
receive notices when they have uploaded new content.
Have some extra time on your hands and something to
share? You might want to consider becoming a YouTuber
yourself! There is instruction on how to create and upload
videos to YouTube on their site as well as from other
YouTubers. Another way to share is by being a presenter
at one of our Friday meetings. Contact president Mike
Kopkas for more information.

There are several ‘a photo a day/365’ online photography
groups that post a daily theme for members to
photograph. No commitment. No pressure. Participate
if and when you like. Members are encouraged to take
photographs daily and upload their favorite photo each
day for inspiration and feedback.
Up to a creative challenge? Consider participating in CPS’
Photo Challenge. Every other week a new challenge is
announced in our Snapshot. Members can visit the club’s
Flickr group page to upload their images, comment, see
member’s comments and be inspired.

Many software editing programs have had recent
updates. Read and watch videos from the developers so
you are up-to-date on their new and improved features
and try these features out. Don’t have the latest software?
Many companies offer a 30-day free trial, so you can read,
watch videos and try out most of the features at no cost.

3. Experiment with the different features/
settings of your camera
In this digital world, you can be prolific, taking as many
photos as you like. Technology allows us to immediately
view images taken without additional developing and
printing costs. So experiment ‘til your heart’s content. Try
different perspectives. Connect with fellow photographers
to share, offer and receive feedback virtually. In addition
to texting, several online sites provide free limited storage
and sharing of images.

There are a variety of photography magazines on the
internet for you to read at your leisure at no cost.
Have a library card? Many libraries now offer their
cardholders free access to Lynda.com which has a variety
of courses covering a wide subject matter. Additionally,
many libraries have an extensive Digital Collection of
books, magazines, movies, music and online learning.
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Don’t Let the Pandemic Deter
Your Photography Continued

4. Experiment with lighting
In our last issue, Rich Miltner shared how he used a
mannequin to practice his portrait photography skills.
You can use his ideas for still/product photography.
While experimenting, consider purchasing color gels
for different effects. These are available online at very
reasonable costs.
You can purchase or make grids by using found items,
cutting a design with scissors or a craft knife or using a
variety of designs available for die-cutting. Some libraries
have innovation centers where, if you have a library card,
you can use the Cricut die cutter free of charge after
attending a brief mandatory orientation on using the
equipment.

Photo by Roman Odintsov from Pexels

5. Venture outdoors when you can
There are great images to capture from your window,
doorstep, yard and community. Remember the winter
photography tips and Garrett Clayo’s Letter to the Editor
in our last two issues.

6. Edit/re-edit Images
It is sometimes helpful to look back at older images we’ve
taken because it reminds us of how far we’ve come in
improving our photography skills. You never know what
images you may rediscover. Technology has advanced
and we can do more with editing software. You might try
switching to black and white or applying a preset. With
a fresh eye and your improved skills, a previous ‘so-so
image’ may be able to be enhanced and gifted.

7. Backup Your Images
Backing up files is something many believe they have
covered or procrastinate on fine-tuning until they
experience a major system crash. Do you have a solid
plan for backing up your images? If not, this is a great
time to develop one. The best way to make sure you don’t
lose your image files is to build redundancy into your
archive system making sure that your image files exist
in multiple locations. Many photographers use a 3-2-1
system meaning having at least three total copies of each
image, two of which are stored locally but on different
devices, and at least one copy stored off-site (at a friend/
family members’ home or virtually).

8. Stay connected
Participate in our live Zoom sessions. Reconnect with
members you previously engaged with at meetings. Checkin and check-in again on those who live alone or whom you
have not had contact with in a while. Find creative ways to
share your photos and love of photography with others. ❑

Photo by Roman Odintsov from Pexels
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B Competition Photos

Repair Shop by Amanda Holzhauer

Fontanelle Street Light by Jacqueline Murray, 3rd Place
Judge’s Comments: This is a very dramatic shot with lots
of contrast and detail. There is much to look at, and the
door above ground level, makes you wonder and causes the
viewer to imagine, which is a good thing! I would perhaps
crop a little bit from the bottom to eliminate some of the
ground and bottom of the patio wall.

Look in the Light by Tom Bognar, 1st Place
Judge’s Comments: Excellent composition and use of lighting to create
the bike’s shadow and reflection. This is obviously a well thought out
image. Excellent work.
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B Competition Photos

Strike a Pose by Carla Merkel, 2nd Place

Surgeon Fish in Formation, Isla Secas, Panama
by Mike Gaul

Judge’s Comments: This is a well-executed image. The image is
sharp overall and the most important part of the image (the eye) is
in good focus. Depth of Field is very good, with nice softness of the
water particularly. The texture of the feathers and skin on the feet is
quite appealing as well.

Lake Erie Sunset by Sandy Lisowski
Judge’s Comments: The photographer was at the right place at the right time. This image creates
dramatic silhouettes. It has a strong color combination of the orange sky and blue water. There
is a nice separation of the bird’s legs. Cropping down on the sky would make the orange of the
sunset stand out more.
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B Competition Photos

Gardenia by Gary Marich, 1st Place

Smoking the Bees Out by Diana Bash, 1st Place
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Competition Photos – Black and White

Cracking Up by Bill Keaton, 3rd Place

The Musician by Darla Zajack, Honorable Mention

Netting Minnows by Jackie Sajewski, 1st Place
Judge’s Comments: Awesome lighting, composition and exposure really deliver in this image. Suggest cropping
only a bit of the right side.
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Competition Photos – Black and White

Flawless Beauty by Darla Zajack, Honorable Mention

LIttle Diva by Kim Wasielewski,
Honorable Mention

Let it Rain by Susan Bestul, 1st Place
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Competition Photos – Black and White

Chair Shadow by Glen Petranek, 2nd Place
Judge’s Comments: This is a very nice image, the chair is interesting and the shadow on it works
very well. I might have come in a bit, the C in the left fights with the chair for focus.

Still Life by Mike Kopkas, Honorable Mention

Stone Garden Spinner by Dennis Wert, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Black and White

It’s as Plain as Black and White... It’s Not a Movie
by Fran Morino, Honorable Mention

Espionage by Fran Morino, Honorable Mention
Judge’s Comments: Less is more and the viewer is enticed
into a visual mystery in this image. Is this person hiding from
somebody, checking on her daughter’s date who has just arrived,
or simply just checking on the weather? Either way you stay and
think about the photo which makes it successful. There is just the
right amount of illumination on the eyes whose rounded organic
beauty contrasts very nicely with the straight, sharp geometry of
the window blinds. The latter provides great framing in focusing
your attention. This was well thought out and executed and
another solid choice as a black and white conversion.

Girl in Hoops 6 BW by Ronald Wilson, 3rd Place
Judge’s Comments: This image is an awesome capture with the great
set and lighting. I don’t think I would do much to change this other
than bring the whites down just a bit.

The Great Gatsby by Jackie Sajewski, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – Black and White

Watch Gear Inside a Clock Gear
by Tom Bognar, Honorable Mention
Awesome 765 Locomotive Steaming Up the Night by Cerena Cernik, 1st Place

Blacksmith’s Table by Richard Ader, Honorable Mention
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Competition Photos – Black and White

After the Rain by Fran Zahniser, 3rd Place

Reflection by Brian O’Riordan, Honorable Mention

Fireworks by Brian O’Riordan, Honorable Mention

47

Competition Photos – Black and White

Waterworks by Dennis Wert, Honorable Mention

Morning Fog and Pelicans by Elda Borroni, 3rd Place

Plum Creek North by Eric Wethington, Honorable Mention
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Community Service
Community Service Program Receives Recognition from MOTTEP
Cleveland MOTTEP (Minority Organ Tissue
Transplant Education Program) was established
in 1995 as a local affiliate of National MOTTEP.
The organization is affiliated with the Centers for
Dialysis Care and is a 501 (C) (3) organization
that promotes education and awareness about
organ and tissue donation, transplantation, and
issues that are related to disease prevention and
wellness.
There are currently almost 110,000 people on the
transplant list. Minorities are disproportionately
affected by hypertension and diabetes – the
leading causes of kidney failure. MOTTEP is
Ohio’s only organization that offers communitybased, culturally specific transplant, health, and
prevention education exclusively to the minority
community.
Cleveland MOTTEP’s mission is to decrease the
number and rate of people in need of organ and
tissue transplants through prevention education
and to increase the number of organ and
tissue donors in the Greater Cleveland minority
community. Their vision is to be a trusted source
of information concerning minority organ and
tissue donation and healthier lifestyles.
Cleveland MOTTEP holds its annual recognition
event in the fall of each year and our Community
Service Volunteers have been on hand since at least
2012, the year that we began photographing this
event and keeping a database of our community
service activities. This year, due to the pandemic,
the organization was unable to host their live
event. Regardless, they contacted us to let us know
they had honored us with their 2020 Community
Partner Award in recognition of our contributions
in supporting their mission and vision.
Special thanks to Dennis Glazer, Bob Glick, Neal
Hazen, Maria Kaiser, Don Keller, Angeli Persons, Cal
Pusateri and Ron Werman who have volunteered
their time over the years to photograph MOTTEP
events.
The award is on display in our clubhouse along
with other CPS awards. We hope you will take a
minute to view these when we return to in-person
meetings. ❑
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Competition Photos – People

Sharpshooter by Nancy Kekelik, Honorable Mention
Judge’s Comments: Cute kid, good exposure. I love the eyes scrunched a little
bit. Not much to add critique wise. Its just a great little moment in a kid’s life
and pictures like this get more valuable to family with every year that passes.
Amish Boy 1 by Richard Ader

Lil Boys Fairytale Playtime by Jackie Sajewski, 2nd Place
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Competition Photos – People

The Young Lady and the Dressmaker, The Fitting by Darla Zajack, 3rd Place

Emoryn by Rick Carrell, 2nd Place

Keeley 2 by Mike Kopkas, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – People

Gay Pride Ride by Marge Brady, 3rd Place

Duotone Peyton by Eric Wethington,
Honorable Mention

Chinese Acrobats, A Balancing Act by Darla Zajack

Hair Flip Splash by Susan Bestul, 2nd Place
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Competition Photos – People

Great Trail Trader by Dave Ciborek

Girl at a Window by Richard Ader, 2nd Place
Judge’s Comments: Nice lighting, nice detail, I like the second person
in the background. I wish there were some way to know what was
happening in the picture. That’s not a knock on the photographer.
Sometimes there just isn’t a way to tie all that together into one photo.
The picture is done well enough that it left me curious. I’d say that’s a
win for the shooter.

Wilderness Man by Mike Lonsdale, Honorable Mention

Harvey Mentee by Rick Mills, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – People

Key West Street Musician by Mike Kopkas, 3rd Place
Judge’s Comments: I love Images that are just saturated with
character. From the environment that this picture was taken, to his
hair style, clothing, hat, expression; all of this adds to the character
of this image. From a technical point of view, I think I would have
cropped off more of the hat or left more of the hat in the image.
Shooting somewhere in the middle doesn’t add or subtract from the
image. So, I think I would have lowered my camera and got more of
the bottom of the picture. I might have even turn this into a vertical
picture and captured the top of his hat and the bottom of his hair. The
exposure is incredibly good detail in the white beard. You’ve got detail
in his eyes and his skin. The only thing in the image that bothers me,
and I’m not sure what I’m looking at so I’m not sure whether I should
be bothered or not, are the two pieces of hair or dreadlocks don’t
seem to be in focus. I’m not sure why that is. The environment behind
him is focused so I’m not sure what it says. Maybe that’s just how it
came across on the camera. But with that said the photographer did
a wonderful job capturing this image.

Fife and... by Dave Ciborek, 2nd Place

Contemplation... by Bill Keaton, 1st Place
Judge’s Comments: I hate to repeat comments, but...here it is. A great
picture, super simple in execution and subject and it all just works
together perfectly for a very nice image.

The Barbarian with White Contact Lenses by Darla Zajack, 3rd Place
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Competition Photos – People

Egyptian Merchant by Richard Ader, 3rd Place

Contemplation by Rick Carrell, Honorable Mention

The Cobbler by Dave Ciborek, 3rd Place
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In a Snapshot
Where Would We Be Without
Our Faithful Volunteers

Hospitality Committee
Members Needed

In a Snapshot
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Although we are not having face-to-face meetings at this time, we need to replace our

Community Service

Thank you to our 168 Community Service Program volunteers for their continued service. Our
volunteers do a fantastic job in assisting community organizations in documenting their history.
Many of our volunteers have their favorite events, which they enjoy photographing annually. We also have two signature
events which have a core group of volunteers who have become family and always welcome new volunteers. Bill Keaton
has coordinated the team that photographs the January Homeless StandDown and Don Keller coordinates the team the
photographs the February/March multi-day Special Olympics Basketball. These two members put in countless hours with
all of the behind the scenes set-up, scheduling, coordination, organizing a high volume of photographs and orientating
volunteers as well as being at the venue for the entirety of the event. We owe them tremendous thanks for all that they do.

The pandemic resulted in changes for our two community service signature events for 2021. The 2021 Homeless
StandDown went under the sponsorship of a new organization and was converted to a 1:1 distribution program for
2021 and the 2021 multi-day Special Olympics Basketball event was canceled.
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Community Service
Continued
During the Coronavirus pandemic, the majority of the nonprofit organizations who utilized our services made the
difficult decision to either postpone their events or creatively convert them to virtual events in order to be in compliance
with directives. When a community service request is received, it is screened for health and safety protocols per the
current directives. The request is only sent to our volunteers if it meets the directive guidelines. This is done to ensure
the health and safety of both our volunteers and our community.

Amber Kravitz - Up Side of Downs Family Day

Some of our volunteers have been working with the same organization for years and the organization may contact
them directly to cover an event. When this happens, the volunteer makes their own determination regarding the extent
to which the organization meets the health and safety protocols and if these are acceptable to the volunteer. Dennis
Glazer sent photographs to share of a golf outing he photographed.

Dennis Glazer – Mt. Zion Christian Business Men
Robert P Madison, born
in 1923, was the first
African American to earn
an architectural degree
in the state of Ohio and
the first African-American
graduate of the Western
Reserve University School
of Architecture in 1948. He
started first black-owned
architectural firm in the
state of Ohio, Robert P.
Madison International,
Inc., with his two brothers.
The firm had five branches
outside of Ohio including
one located in Trinidad.
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CLUB HEADQUARTERS

OUR MISSION:
The mission of the Cleveland
Photographic Society is to promote
and advance the understanding,
passion and joy of photography
by providing opportunities for
education, skill development,
picture taking, competition,
critique and fellowship.

CPS Competitions
CPS holds competitions throughout the club year as a part of our regular
Friday evening meeting schedule. Only members and current students can enter
images in competition, but all are invited to attend on competition evenings.
Current competition categories are Creative, Nature, People and Black & White,
and every competition also contains the opportunity to submit images in the
Pictorial (Open) category. Competitions are split between printed images and
those which are digitally projected. In addition, the Club maintains a ‘B’ series
of competitions for students and newer members and also offers a series of
Photojournalism nights, designed to focus on the image as a visual story with
only minimal digital editing.

CPS Membership
Annual dues:
Single member rate is $54
Couples are $81
Family (couple plus one or more children) is $117
Junior member (under 18) is $36
Distance member (roughly over 100 miles) is $36.
A downloadable application form and more details can be found on our
website: www.clevelandphoto.org
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one of the most dynamic,
active, and friendliest camera clubs in the U.S. Photographic education and
fellowship are our primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter your skill
level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of activities that will enhance
your skills—and you’ll have FUN along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained
at www.clevelandphoto.org
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9543 Broadview Road
Broadview Heights, OH 44147
www.clevelandphoto.org
THE CLEVELAND
PHOTOGRAPHIC
SOCIETY, INC.
CPS has operated
continuously since
1887, making us one of
the oldest camera clubs
in North America. The
organization currently has
over 800 members and is
one of the few anywhere
to have its own permanent
clubroom. The objectives
of the society are to
promote and advance the
understanding, passion
and joy of photography by
providing opportunities
for education, skill
development, picture
taking, competition,
critique, and fellowship.
We meet almost every
Friday evening and our
meetings are always open
to visitors and guests—we
invite you to visit us! Our
clubroom is located on the
City of Broadview Heights
campus. The clubroom
opens at 7:00 p.m. Please
note that during the
Pandemic, in compliance
with directives, all of our
meetings are being held
virtually for the safety of
our members. Visit our
website for directions,
maps, and further
information: www.
clevelandphoto.org
CPS is a founding member
of the Photographic Society
of America, PSA.
All Rights Reserved.
All photographs herein
are protected by copyright
law and may not be
reproduced without the
expressed written consent of
the photographer.

